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|5 3648 horers, Juss ar, 1943, The daily Opera-
tines Conlermos wi dhe heddguariesi of the Y10
EBomber Command, sumewhers = Eagland,
shoaur 1o ead, In o square, hagh=zilmgsd room
braried Bepeath thire feer of eeinfoeoed comrele,

+ fve men are seaied at & eable. This 15 the mument

of decimion.

The Commanding Gaseral srazes ar the wall
map with s rederibbooed rade Iuduu 1 in-:l
ffom Ehe tarpeie He & wezighin
remberieg hiv own aripa scrom Ehnn.- D

and ey wnfrimdly land, M cerss 5o che '-'-'mhrr
et

“Vou nay 6/ va cload gver carger? Can pou: pive
e brrew condation in oChar egen areai

“Mu, war, 1 afrsid aor™

“We'll gn so chs subber |1||n|. ar Hihy, chm,
e mae praed on the weathar,*

Thee ation Tk beggen Bl like thadt of sy wells
plapncd drana, is alow a¢ En: Ficld Cirdier gy, be-
cremer & yard-long mesespe m che sclovype Bliles
away, ot rha averal Ajr Dividonal Hesdpe-
o, ke ul.:j"l:““ll Bl Hul]!.; 18 FV P A DOT
T amd azm nis, 1ieT g i, dif=
erzdt required, :1|:|'E:|:|ﬂ::u iau Mrl: alzi-
cuckes, pero howr, radio “fu-cwrv—mh MnE
l.u.l]:r_n:l] an] dodunss], oandaied fon plea by

Pk
A vy Command calls, The weasher i hald-
ing 10 is eaoy of June La, whes the lasr decail is
complcied zad the lasi anees weicien, Oece mose
che telerype begine 2o clacier, cha sire speedicg
b Capmdan Cieder dfram che Air Divinioas o the
Coisbar Weigs and their sanilie (roeps wace
ecred uver the wmdivopt kestt of Enpgland.
Group joa & A cppical macioa. & i, praoy
Ell.in pane rwo miles on 4 side, ir s cnassoed
¥ oionittic Feowiyh, eodiled by o petimeic

erack, and docied, nm g edper, wich Japomesl]
ervas whene the bombere soe parked.

The sretios is dark and eli id ooy o this
Jene merzing. A chill wind rulcs che grase, an
nld meon hange low over & meighboning wood,
wnid Bigh in the clowled sky o mightighier dnoees
by 1m pirel. The plans gosnds wart wacchially
weathin the menclsthic shadowy of che hormben,
ln she sravion hesdquemens bailding, beliind the
gasprand deon, the winduslon offxes which
hoess the Mosape Cenier azd the A
Eoom ssequicr, bot beighawich bighe, Tn che Bilo-
gape Canrer g dergeant end a pl'r. aes alling shesy,
1 Operatines the Waich Cdficer inreading a boak,
mad, dowm tic halll, dic bessllipeace Py Oficer
mwrinng & berner home.

The muhiae n matln

The oeler ar Grou ::tcE:nl' icy clwirer az
nesd boar. ?:Fruupgnﬁisrh-ru bz mdzace roa,
and ar €53 sad vy sad gog, ar Loy, §ia, 395 arsd
Fig=al all the scarieral sirdrones

scrmsthis pareof Englasd. Azcach |h:::|.1|: inthe
nam in i ewscnciale; ar cach hone inghe gama -
quencd of evennd, Whad Comnkaid hat coaceived,
what Air Desision ke plaaned ssd schedelal,
what Combat Wing ha furcher derxiled and
dirgered, thess Groups RO (RIS 50 dcCka,
The faling a8 4 whale is e in moisen.

In the Inicl2 Renm of Gron the Dury
Cthicer lal;-l:ﬂ'::hrn ] :rr;-u:'mqwnr ralc
aver ghet wall miap dnd is iretisg b Pl ol
anid heck wich o ocd ass pencil. The whaic
lengzh of che Combae m an the uhle. S,
che Bacellipmce chied, aradies ic, Tl b o reagh
s, Tws aitacki, swe oo iy adlgr of dBr Bwnde. Hajis
Fallep. Thr order owr an awr old! Infmdr ar Anbevrg,
Gorsap pan v go aveny whtd rbe smain rivewi, ek
Bl o il ke awed ROty of fak awd Sgiiei. Zoni

dawr gifon poimp s evar rle gwarr. Talnfl & apes
rivfing v wptd, il Bevalilar & pyee. [0 now nipr
Depsa# i inf mf [ e A Nelam,

The Flak {fcer comen in, rehliag o roagh chin
and segeeoing the lasr beer, thise beiirs ago. He
|k ar e eoder, wehistles, amd pocs tn b Ao
5 Bx ihe sarger Exlder cue now, A lerpe-scals
map of tho arcs, A phomgraph, ovenal chpar,
cakan fromm & recomecasame plais scven taileh up
A row of mekisiacks, coosy sitcsuaccd shad-
wes . .. g tanks . . coaling rowers . . mame
fzrmer szion | . . hoeans ., acnes o baidd-
aagr, dipeesd aml camood .. .3 ruleosd
#idiey. Feom of left eniera rul::?n'p.lh—a pipe
Liex, o che ewpars s ey, Top, el o el ghr, ooinses
i Weiel:Dudicla carml. OF right, across e
irwcks, 1 ooal mine. Amoend che whols Lise e
checkerhourd of Prasds larmland. & war planc
curningly (il oot tuaniogly ssough] doppsd
mid the fanocem :n'l.nlr_rl?&:

Ar gt the Ofd Mea arrives ar Recelligeace.,
Thez {Hd Mami i thirig-five. He Liksi in Irld Ia
boys on mexisons, and Bas, Bor 3 Greu -
marsler’s placs @ unually on dhe !'n;lm:lp How,
b wrusdion ch rsianes o chee my, hie pememben
Bid oWl ofips=ile beoling Mk burdis, ke ade
tickt of the cneny ﬁflm:rl. the ioe-liks Elos of
the aky fAve miles alodr, and the ||:r-,'||||-|r-_'\f thre
pacierngsd parch befow. Suckmg i diy pipe, I:l!
siadhi fuf Jong minezes befee che map. .l;
siis dirmn “’IIE the Crmbse Order and praem r:.|:|-
mp, dowly and with cempleos absorplion. He
mel gt ke meieoeoag the lins, Asd iz 2 way, be
ia. For all through che long day en come phirasa
frzen this srder willl mus slow |y chaoagh s mdad
aa, from hie arth-bousd o is England, he fol
lows (o oo coune 1o che paciera of Mis
sizn gy,

ayon hadire oa & chill Juge soEni l'.l-uu I.:n!
B REL i Do poodoo gotep—wi ﬂi
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Tha QW Man sperks

op be dlwmiagd el oo
chas’s i




wredasbda. Hidls is the sevenieenth mission for Te-
dakp ared 1238 coowr,

The Q2 Mian LR swppen b duiw -ty
sjwadeens of RAF Spofiers and thear f Ty piwn wnid
b formtabicd Jor yer aarbdrawal, Thip wdl] s pow
Brv, adieh el b appemaimarly ARy e dftr
Jew frare thr target, Thaw' oo pow wndll ps o avnd
ok warpcerced, {hwr Peyr’ s avy fovmiphing smbdnaes!
r? fir Al Ambwrrd aiack. A e sy geratrail

Badl Tursee ix the yoangear, the sralicr, and,
purwardly, gha meesr imrepdd meem b of Larbety s

A ORIURE CALW STTADHIE FULES Ta Sic dik i e

wrow. Having heen pradeaned from high schoul
andd wirked d year wailia will-Zilling oacic, Ball
Turesi is Tardady's crack sheee, wich o claimnd bag
od froe Mzl Beds, He calls B owin diss S
Al Sl St in ke rear revr, sEnk in overuac
Rying cheche, be o now myieg his ks so go w

Bk rakes he #and, paaes in hand. The hgho
aie hrvemal, A piocars of the plane ar Wik i
Amhed ma che weesn. T i nly pand o Flids, I
Jrideier dpjpremmain’y hemd-uw prooor o G
oy’ gy el awd viphosow pee v of gy real
et aupp o W drassang & peairal in alod of el
ar T ™ e e g i rheweph dn Wackads res-
s froon the Far Bare, § dw's wod ra maplaiige i
iperoaumy af phir Jerpet. The plawt asve a2 .
A avaainy e fod ar @ odr. Veer Jrrr-Lr:"'ﬂ
daaw wore, Yowr aiming padar iy beey, o 20y (o) pla
TEdr ip v dataalienr pload ana by .

The copilut of Tardaly @ owenry-pae, g sad
hiend, ead was on his way oo betofing o i g
angi e Wil hie #aried dying sruning fneeen
morths agy. He i bmemo, gregarsan, sad,
meivacly, a lirle disappoiaced thas there dre ga
e Patreds dnd chasipagne hinges in this war
he hady kimcl Aghrizg.

o REE Tivir Far e svegs, ebae el b aae
o Y ar yaw owar iy ;ll.ll..wr]u
Anprocs Fakseras cral s, *ﬁl aarpng v plaar,
Thiv prowp il dutadiag fress ap see frof. e
drveviing pow el s d v e, shan o feew
i

Taibuty' s boibardier 16 called Desleve bes
cairie b= i Bmall aml fair, he lonks de
cherubic ia repaoe. Hiscapacity forwsiery Engah
b b6 & logansd in Groep o0, Fimiog in e thind
s, ke ik weanag o doespuiakble coversll which
he szaime bringn bam gocad deck. His s fove s
Terbiakp and che Datpws, in char order, His evet
art cluigd o, He o memunesg, with infnie
anncypasing, che cxace pacicrn of the gas plaac sr
Hils, pwr Rackhigglisingn

Weachas bas vakan the siand. He bas beco upall
vighd, ared loeis i, & vericad cros wiien el e
weather eancuic sn the rarger—a layer cake of
clnude and meeaenkogical wymbok I'|::;||l prorand
bl 1 G400 e |-hu-|| o iMe EOheEN,
Weaiber talks rapedly, a5 tho hz wers szlling
s cld, eld srary: .-'I.r-‘.ui_pu ].Ifqn & 1 e bimiima-
Mrarar abeer i aee FUAMDITY dww wil e B
Traves o ivati-bvea i mer dhy Enplinh pesad phovg awf.

Tija pasriys of sdve-wimarar up e &t [ e mind rape
af da,een awdl fiwreiag fe poeen s e Mootk Soe
Froeging faved prosed , .

Raden Iv rha ot g man D Terbaby's coew,
Thie vkl Radio sispied a dmall picee of Bak o
Bremic= ard is now coevalescng sad wnzsing jeer-
ing poencaeds lack from an A Force fed cames,
This is thencw Kadin's frw mimim. He's pwen iy
rhree sad hap werked in the diepanchiag oifioo of
an a=line on the Wt Coast heck home. Righs
o be'n Enghiencd eo desth— sand woeld sdmig
ir if anvars pook che rroable o ask Bim. Wearker
Iniskes. Rolio o wosdenng whether be oeghi o
izke Biz iz B g che ship

Br s oo as e guanens pile aboard e lesfs
arel irucks for the '\lllrrn.lJ poisse The camem
aky i paln wich dawn oo, thisgh the feld st
Ligs i diikges. [n ibe Bam beichmg couim Flyaag
Camirod haw senchaded the proparstion dor Maeon
55 wick che rime-rack, daring which the crews o
thieir yeatches. Twety swwnals bfare oga7 . . . Sfrom
avandy ., e gecsad i P nwaads |, e,
abrew raw, The pavigavess have sljosreed wo
an office aml arc laying wae the rouns on their
maps. The bombacdicn are in wmioe with che

Giraap Bombardier, sidying dhe g peoloes
The fialin upersiog have colloosd e dimion
mivieg the calb signals of she day—rice-pager
shaszs 10 b CAnes o Case of caprare.

Fro ths Comnal Tower she camplic: pamem
uf the remurayy and rhe perimanar racks on Geroap
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50k e e by sen, A oSpe thie Operational
Sl s _|l'\.|r=l|:|] aloag the railed balcuey sunids
che Comrol Roanm. Rk lica quicr in the woa;
an ambalzace moves glow |y acroes che panl whadk
lines ke miredsd Flying Cozeral, cpoing his
waich, nodh. & reeoe e red darg srcho poer
ches gonner of the feld. The siiifacs is broken.
Frodn cack scacierad disperaal posse there wellsa

of soand. Rag =t anr, b bailde sad
hl"‘-.lE inng & camoirrid poar Stll no Ruvencis o
#o5a. The ambelaaces wait ac che farend of o loeg
renway. Arnd chea the e pling appaan on e
penimeEier ireck ol i digloni cofser of she Eeld. [
i [llured by sauther. And amciker, They form
e an clephanune line, nowe o il and oroadis
sl ly abong, sraming and stopping with awks
wanl precsios. The sqecal of Braks puacoiaes
chs coar of the cnpacs. Two Lisgs convanga 1 the
e off che ramway, the gaps e chessl, aod then
all Bovereait coasc. 1o Tarfaiy, which e oo leauld
che Grawg, Pilor rears o foresrms on the whsel and
wirches ehet gaiaiel hafel o Fus wisi waich, T
i and Bl ecosds do g,

A i pnaubdbivy estids aver the Bl Time
Exi tabza over Misdon g5 On shis feld, ac
Grmops gan ard £43 and 187, ar 108, 459, Y66, and
Thol—a§ Dafdaipd §pPead airod BHy mida ol Eeg-
larel—ihe long liccs of idling plarcs aow was,
In cach Conoml Tewer the operations] s
weaie, D ah grass parchies along (he e gar lins,
e gFound (Poies miand. Af e oy kaichers the

goukd casie bo the doui and ook :p!!ph:Ll.ﬂlr
arthe ey aky. Ac AicEavison che irmal
Eradl, caning bieakilaan, glamce av chesr warches
Az Command the Duily Offices dio wanckaag he
wall flock—wainag

A i Tarkaby beging o move, leaving beliind
iz @ wmall clowd of bl smake, Howly, at A
Then wich gashenng specd, Tall up, o pases cha
Contred Tower. There 5 2 maocion at the wase
wundow as lke, a waks genner, gives che Y-ign
o his gruend ceew . Almoat im ibly the plans
bocniees wr-horoe. Ax ic cleary the 8cld bounda-
riet, thie revvrberariag echoes of i engins ok
ihe Bkl The second dhij & usdet wap. Then i
churd, and the fowrh. Fach chmdering sun is an
cpic of sespeme—miad by ke lifing of chirey
tom of bumb, place, and mon from the carch. The
firer plane 18 i'-'-'uepin,: a huge circle around the
Lk, The decoiid aned ehind gradually 2dgs inie o
pesininn behind ir, formieg 2 mangelas clomsme
of cheee, The elemiot mioves alf, folblowad by an-
wilyr. Now ihe cacle of the h:ﬂmn is speckled
wich she pasems of the arhar Ganeps {: wky
15 Wk with ahie gt aned the iaicly, shiliog
swvciscots of Fuorerooes s they fiod thor .-_ah.l.n
in formanon and moes off i ever-diminiding
Eﬂpetllw Hy o738 thep have gone. The O

in remaim lllllﬂq' at ghe aky w b
had b, b wayr Enally, "all choss
Les#s coiz hll\.l.

Az ol yr Mmiion g5, far our orer che Nonh 3ea,
s rewched wpmoobeen ods show olimbs and toened
inn twrard ehe cnzmy coast. The eemperacene @ 5y
helerw aemn snd poeng dows. Fross smesrs che
wisidihichd aoed che plexighins goe. Cockiper wine
dorwa have bece upened oo cqualax the scmpes-
wroren Bclow, che mesallec wes appean borwan
panches of haee ared fog, Through the high liyer
uf deifting ciru<acrsin che tropoiphore o dark
and sinigr hler. Gues 2ov being weed with shoer
borees char creck sarclingly ah ke enginct
drume. E¥cry man in :E m“;-l'!: ar hunapnr,
scapning che Bowl of space for cnamy Sghrers. In
the ness e Bavigakord aes waiching for the Lst
wiga of rhe wrf hag gn che Frivass, somswher:
whiad, The famsanon fes been spotpsd sow by
the German deisciiue cquipmeze. The dmccn
soncaclen of rho cacmy's locamr syonm, proping
Bepoiad (e cwve of dhe borieon, have kel

wapap pEiwniy WaRiN faT Pl SRR Sy

chem and pinpoinned this par of Misson 94 o
space. Their coeie ared beight and are be-
ing plecied. From kall a dnses fickds the German
fghines are caking off oo meer the chican, Miles
weway o U soebeasi, il oiher scimm of Mis-
s gy B cioree Befli §18 darget ad Ani . Adrile-
mp pall of smoke covens the Ford Cecacral
ﬁ‘.gmn. Facroren, whiks the Thursderbodin shop-
Berd ihiekr chaigs bomte scroas the Chansel.
Mimion W} aximiwcs the islands wheh line Ger-
many’s Haleiz coanr ac ogon. They are ar bambing
aligde now, The combar wings, ach ons arosgh
antur head of three Groups, aie ipecsd down bomn
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fronr oo pear like a lght of fum
the pround the mmnring iy r of gha forma-
pion can be beard over miles of ebe idasd chain,
ke plascs thermiclve are bars |y vinkle—s proces-
mion of may specks moving fsexorably ecevas the
sky. To ihc leli al e lormainen dark sreadges of
flak appear. From hin pie in Tanbaby, Leoft Waie
rodes chie with sanidlecrion. Mission o b cur of

& longue of lind o3 the Zoss et dles, Moie Bik
appwarn. Pufa of oly Black and brown smoks
spread sceoas the siy | abead ol che bead ship
The Funa dree ikrough o One dhip wobhls,
dlr\-:lr- -gj-l_.u l:"r-ﬁ-"il':-:. and chem r-'lM;-.I‘J]lI':Ellrl;u

su. Tariwdy cuid i n:aul;ﬁ. £ila T8l reflis
!‘"l e bike 3 direy wexd. TE:TA wing wigs

d-.:n-'l and 4@ che right —every plane s plaoe—in s

rasgs wf thae partcular Bacicry. The igaier
ars mn che boam

The islaisds lie Behiied asad ghe Zanler Ter b
beazach whon, atcga, ches mcescmy Sghicn ke
Bllimion 45. They come in bigh from (ke soumh,
ke = k of gnata, crom over e proccaim
ar !,.ﬂ;l'l-r;u':l r::p;. and digappaar m rhe glaew of
Ehe gl The giidd oz dhc Fietd silemlly swing
arurd, fnllowing their coans, Theee mos momcn:
of wilting. The fghtens pick their cbjoctive—
2 Grup aoar the il of the proccomion.
ewing srownd, pocd off, and coma herdag dowa
In line aseemmn.

Waraings fleard che dzecreommurnscation ays-
povrie o8 cwimeod planes. Jiw 2lis comr, g ar ale
wefack . _ . Koper . .. rge's af e o'rfech. They'sr
e har Grap advad | . . Facke-Walfr—rma o' ek

Rager . Thees: thomsand varde. Two thou-
ke yanls. Osc chowand yeh, The guns of be
Gerap aracked open up with & few ghior bumm,
Emeking tratons B the sir sroend dbe leading
Aghrer, The Focks-Wull iy finng now—chs oo
el Cangon lisksag afaige Eroni (e wings,
the twue machine pum profeceisg bright eoguc
of flame feom che fumlsge, Sic hendeed yurdh,
Muare of the Firid' [difcs are hading ele range.
The sky a crim-croaced wath cracere. The Agheer
bnpes o, Thie pailfs of his eagldouee Lorimem, amma-
rEtinn are ¢ apr oo the wing ship. A Borst
of nuhlnﬁ"ﬁn Puln;l e rﬁ:r-r F;rn:hhlp\,
making crechHig oodics lhe @ sk againsr @
packee fovees. Foer husdred vands. The Focks-Wull
doet @ hall-robl, enposing b armored enderbally
i the defonigee Bre. He driva in fof apoikcr twd
hendeed yasch, pura hlaning. He divey, fnllowed
by che Are of ohe badl correcs, wnnl he & lost
m uipks apmizar che dbemperizg wace below.
The scrion of rhe amack, from che e nooche
Last shoi brod, has taken place 2 josi fonie sooeeds.
Anacker Focke-Wull & coming in now. & chind
and fouirch and idih, & Sosea, follow ic. Mean-
whille, e e i3 cCHmbisg, 20 pe-lm fof & seoond
acrack.

&g the conchision of chis fise copace, Misuon
i @ nidl deriving on, sutwandly uschanged. But
in the Group acncked ong plane har an asging
amak, wath sth propelles feathered, m stoilice ke
gegirgur is workssg frammically oo wop a lkak i
1B oy e wvneem, and in athirda cail guener lizi
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dead e his posc & FolkeWall has gone down
lika 2 Asming arroe irco the wadcr of the Zuide
Fee anad ancher, crigphed, Is Sghring for slnzodg
aa it maka for land.

Ir is sgrs ¢ cha mrord groep of sicacken ap-
peard. The head of the bomber column b skemiag

74

g cvare mt. Tarbaby leach Group
jl:l:l i a climbing qum so cha left, The prnsem arc
fising steadily s che lighier amacks develog, Five
thawand fczt abervs che ciming, aring oo of
b bahon g £hres cin-engmed n{:llwr'r-ur!b-n arg
mxkeying dor poaiden a3 chey preparc to boimb the
farmarign, Anmher T fan .ru:]_-\h-n. =
3] wisgg Chidling & bei sl Hlame. A

g E:Ehr\nr d.rb:llrl 1 ]ifrkul' ammnks acrom che
skp. The paticen of dhe German coumryade =
now bercazh the acisen. The Bacile of Minios gi
- e

The plant ai Hilk 3 wigibks ikeeagh Tenbaly's
nme. Icm Mlmumen 44 has ren the gretlet of
Balf a domen dalk beerapes sad feughe ol corarsac
Agkesr aitacks dow fory miuies. Deadape & Ay
b=g Tardaby wizh bo sminmac:-ilighi-coziral
el gk, He sombs s che froamd plax-
glaxs weth a pecce of waaie. Wiaic caitnlis cload
cowwens over thie plars, Ove comer of the reges i
Blankesed. Muore flak is {:HIIII'.;;; op. The darget is
m cha Beonboaiphe’s Bld of vaine. Deadeye fArsls
£lez waming point avd pushes o swisch, The bomb-
bay docr grind open. irslicek a9e BOFINE o
pether. Desdeys checks che rown of red liphes

akove the rack swinkes on (ke bomb wdicaor,

i moren a kank. Tanbaly sonmgn 3 linde o che
right, Pesibasdinr o Radin) Srar cavsed, | - . Madin
to Bwmbardiar . _ . Fager . . G sharivd

Tha smaky irlluhn-nl:ﬂ‘r: Fee Oroup’s hombs

iee waible threugh the Bomb sight. They sparier

PEll Belil 1 SOICMINEE B0 INTOLLYSLSDE Sireeisy

the azea. Dewleve ginid ded hodide oes tha rrig-
Eer on rhe sghe. ﬁ; rexkes = armall wljicnese
Thenararher, Tha crom-haire arcon the gas plaae.
The sight is it work, compunng speed and drifs
ard heenb fall. The indices ame :ag:lhrr. The red
lights o0 rhe iedicarar pesel fsde. Tadady, ool
auddeely of the bombs’ weghr, mees buoyanily.
Desdicye sayy: Bembr awap. Lo"r gor seviediis gar
o By

Behinill Tardudy the arher bomhardien of e
o p, sscieg she lewder™s boiihi away, map cheir
rriiches, The loade fall, she dusmers of e wivdl
3o preuralers, aching omard the etk in a
llrml cures. Mavigawor muales an einry on his log

“Rombed oagl, a4 geo feen"’ Theoughbooi Tare
By thore qugs o curesn of elanion, Pilos emacks
thi corral whesl wash his Fie. Copiled raps che
imeriment pared for luck. Tog Tum&ﬂ
s to heeipcll: Maw, Moo p, v s e,
Turee: szd Bear Gioaner o dilent & they ary o
falloe che [kl of cho bombs. The comera molor
whizls unhewnd, takitg i picoare ewery ST -
pade. Kadin, p vemran new, ansienis: B

arraft ar fooer o clack, high,  Lash Gike Monigrs,
ivogy. The lasred (e Geoaps ke cleared the
Bt dfca. In st endor Bour menuige meons chas yon
toea of high ceploaive have been doopped o0 che
avrsbest i pibber t at Hidy s Beckisaghae-
sen. As che laae Combhar Wesg in lie bpaves che
arca 3 o of emoke ¥ o0 leei Bigh midhpeons
R Eargei

By aore hlimice g5 B by 1he cargar far h-mlnl.l
aarl i o Dnch cerriiony oo che loeg i
A by l;ﬂ!lﬂﬂﬂjl!:!kbﬁ'“lhdm rrhll
deale scvercly wigh che formacioa. ]-..!lun Eoembe
= have falles along tae runie, the boles shey lefe
being immedizcly plogged by che neve plans in
lirc. Ap chey approach the rendervois wigh he
Treenidly gkesis, be deferaive foc power of bis-

AFTUE GidsiEG Lt rishn susere CLEARE SUSE

oD 4 has o0 neficeably weakered, Bex che
etz am poscd by alucede sad che pomr s beglir
znp 2o sell. be che bosd Group all eves are parsed
10 cha wetn [oF the Brid wm of ke Spefees. The
Jsigation i at 18,000 ferr sad deopping swadily
an it heach for i Doich (odst
In Teorbaby ke mision, so far, ha pore well
Comlot, akizg :du.ur:p.- af & lelll in 1|'|| |'||¢|'
acracks, has e oomplenad i clieck of ite
A& pueve ol Bxk oy tors o hole in ghe wru.::.'l (155
imex, 3 ac-rem, ricpchie hias hobed) e pleeiglais
in il pese mdd there is o line of maching.gun bl
lgt-Ealen in the fusclage amichhipe. Mo, § enging
in ranning roagh, bor s danperousle s The oaly
perriiEel capialtigh aie Réas Genmes, whomporia
a drostbaieca fefz hand seferad wrhen :|::r|n‘ gen
wippage, and Ball Twre, who claims he is dvisg
tlflll.n:lﬁtl! and where aie I.'h.' sandmichow A Co-
pili regaine hivazac, Pilor poisce o pard shroegh
chp winshhiold, A banaer of vapos 1rails i hﬁ
ing in from ike west. Palor re owe Lasby
Jrévadty Spkrors casaing da gl ar elovew o . Frprar,
Paraikly frovndiy fpdtary csiing v of peers, Havk
e vl TR e B poetag wi e sejpet. Tp
lewar top ity fewrr B . . Tap Twrret do Prilat: Evvory
fpkirrs covuiwy aw B o0 sovew a'elwck, Fooke- By ar
aaven, WWoareh i, .I;.-Fr!l-'n:y_ Tir v affver r, As Pilos
g ingd Taskely'r oes Sharply 4o ehe lele ther nia
readieg explosion aral the ship gervens. The mee-
com apesicrs and chea pocs -'l.uﬂ
A1 Group q00's Baste-at Groups w20 and &5
amd a8y, at to gy, and yuy, axd x all the
oifier ek which have digpaiched plarcs on M-
wioa 55 —1he bong wair i almoag over, The rime &
LoD Diigudd persesni] has gaibcrsl m Buschs
the Bazgar linc. The cicae Scaf lina
the balcoay af she Coarred Tower, O the eoaf,
Flying Costnal if fewdy, waik o ilorteigs cades,
it “talk™ ehe plancian. Ac the ead af the suzway
the smbulanos: wain, their sopmes aming oeer
quistly. Mear the power che squid clear thacks,
wuu.ua for acxideren, chog nonly. Mimbs pass.
The sky remasina cnpey. A u{lc_rum: errad 3o che
eanr, Soddenly somecoe cails: “There's pae. &

i
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diksppears behow ihe irce hnc, Then i cagina
aez keard conghing and ir appears above e edge
ol 1he Beld, gliding for the maoway. A red fas
burzs 1 hrlE.'l.' st chroogh che air, The plane
ezockay, haurces, and seriles 1o garth. An disbie
lifice 14 faving acrcan the pram, for thi dare moche
tgn of wonnded ahgard, Halfway dogwn the
way e bag $ip dows abiopil v, weilog dgeeal ol
brakes. Whesling ibewly, 12 tume of che cnecnme
wrd irmndle acrem che urd, Before i1 comet g &
winp cha ambelasce his circled 1ods [robatinng bes
Epie 1l Soos,

Crrep oo comen oy che aky alowly, Thaen ar is
woverhoad wirth & rosr, The comarisg is repeaied.
Tivas swfiving . . . Mr, awr e Rarck vavly. Fi, rbat
inakar hew _ | '!l"u o oy aw e dvva! | Fere,
b arild maidia g x|, o Mande N e o
P i

T'rr:n-.:r mieuren larer sha law plang 1o rerem
in down, Rafelisg crews st aleeady i woark,
MésAietinge men ars clambening nver sheir dhimpa,
Eeaipcing harsle damape for parches, and the Lee
praceraag CMBCRr hai fndied osisting pess of
th Forts oat of sceiom sl chosc ibat can be
rewdied oo Aghe cthe following day. Grosg: goo’s
daperusl aross gre sepsaned onon agade. All bac
reep. The oouak is Aeel. Two lnie. Ad choie dwin
ikiperual poinm the line owe of the miasag
snupm wansor &by over Ol spdonched coscnme
aned soulfed quil where they have worked dor ao
fmany wreks, Thors in Ik wnid. Weak, b war a
R L |
hmiel itp. Bt she gave river barterdr o rxw for nber
= Hrl.lurj:-lu_:-d'ulwi_fhll‘mfjiu
sty merming, Finally, like mes besr in choaght,
thiy gatdier b sool-boxes and pilz them inio 3

wiring Eip.

Ai Ehe Bracking Room the cumbai aows ame
gatherieg, Coffor mape and pandwiches n Band,
Ky imall arcusd, Lidde group [oim, dasslre,
and re-foere. Thers momec calk and langkecr, hee
not mich. Theae are tined reen, Their faoee are
diwwe, there kaas ib reaited and pmgled, and in
chcir cpen 1 @ dosp wearinew. They wuf gbauc
wwlwardly in the Reavy Bying Boots or sic with
himched shouldss, dearsg ot ihe Door

Az the Hoe Nows dask 2 ples is pring ke re-
part. BFs pra-pedand baw o § Rair g g8 Mk
e et bave beem B fm e faub artenk, bt s fbe
Jpus mws o, Suped dn fermurier asdoy sed e
alvapped sa) sliar rhd rhaw wew Lifr pBe pagir g ple
warr back. Mp varigabor farr vy fue patRoard orgres
wvre anr at fhe flare. DUdi'f ron bor dusih. Tha Spier
ravernd Ber ow nly iy dww, g [ paans nbep e e
Foa Rracwr ot dbr i by bir Sooer. Yord, Taekafp,
rba's e

The dpsemegackon of che crews is uadsr way-
each crew a2 oos of the hig takles saneed arousd
the room, Bombeng alogsde. Poaisen ps forms-
rioai, Member of enemy fighners s, Where did
weu hie lak—akicmls, padicion, dimc! How was
che harhing? Encoursens: How did e come int
Wihan did yoa s Ering? Do you claim him as
dediroped! Any dame? Did the ploe Baill outd Dl
=] we the wUE ra? Aoy REgERenan of Jome
menis o0 he operaliom?

By 11y the micrragation of all ikc crowa i
conplened. Hewm Wewe, wich regoeme of plane
crihies aid convads dighted, ha boen phoded io
Air Divsiios for immcdizic action. leecllipomos
has soenplened che Flask Repaer giving sha sy
ol ihe Gpoups pare in Mision g4 io dabadaied
Farm.

Thee sivike pheeeos are delivered co Command by

parachure a1 15an, The dally cperstiom coalir-
erer b aboui do begin, Weathes b jmiviuhsicied
hig forecasr, The 1 dv mawag over opscral
Englaind. Bass will be cloted is The Groe pi widl
hawe a day of pex. Meamwhile, the planning for
ches neent @reack il go on.

The Commanidizg General places zhe wiriks
photes on cha rJI'E‘:ErErﬂ fBim, O e ratde, mon,
i8 the Flaah Repom [rom ihie Al Divisiong

“"Here yoa are, genilemes. The saomplish.
manr—Hile well hic, witk bombe SR COTHEIITAL.
el m ihe laEpet ares, We'll hive 40 wad dis
mrnonuasace photograpka xed 2 complees dam-
age apemnngnr, bac g looke oo me as (f we had
deale the pling @ cnppliog blow, The oo <
bombera low, three men killed, =g wounded,
and 190 miming, Ourlaime roral 46 eeemy Gghr-
ery deigroved, 1y probubly desroved, aml 4y
damaged. The Bratish Air-a Eewcue has |ear pa-
ported picking up eight men of & Foripess crew
of the coasi of Holland. MNow, oo this nesr ac-
eagk , "

Mi o 55 08 oommpdensd

Flsts: Padmativar are thad dhive plaer iz o peareai
ferpiratiior, A dugh prapersisa af sy duabs deappaed fell
witkiw ple Jarper awd ceiidvaliic dasape 12 ama
rbvewpbast dbr plowt. Tiv Nl ascunr of b dassapr ra

Adlapr cavesr b possplyrely wiivired from
i Momr of b oriad ppercta® planiz aod
mf:r hare Faro ; J.m'-hl:f:lh AR,
CONFEETERS Flaar, rls SUTYLENE GLYIOL
Plani, the ALIOL Plawd, ide AERYLONITRILE
Plaxr, the BUTADIENE Pliwr, s ACETALDE-
HYDE Maar, b POLYMERTEATMN Daildig,
b G AT COMPEESTION AND FRACTIONA-
TION Raedlding, . .

PR AN CFFICIAL REFORT—
GaErmein e miad Fhis
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FRON FIVE WILES UP

Targar; Cryemsanp @9 ths starp of an cxpenmenc.
That the exponimen v conmermed wich deenoyisg
ehe penpanmos fabeic of dnceber naison in o he -
grecied. Thaidezay be o large dacror in paviag oer
wrwn way of ez Soukd nor be lorguiess. For acrial
bambiag I8 now beginmng w ezium dividenda
wihkaich derpam che expectazinns of i srsaches
wlherema, Bombe abone do aor win basils —bes
beaniba behind ihe hgheing fronis may sub wmeo
ol 1heie vital mpplics ard make war sy ernble
that civilian popalapioas will eelwe b wppon
eht drmed dotoc i che Scld.

_ Daring she pasr cighr months sk bumbe
ing faa changed the Juce of war. For the phywical
#IriGen of wacfars v na lenger limaed 1o the
E;h:r? Farcee, Hureodors ahie boite foed has =
reipad] palacively secere; mmmos fuphe, cind pep-
ulapiens veorked asd wayiesd, This conifleonr’s carly
wer armacks ware The e porienis of a chamgieg
order. [n ity ilzibies ar Warnawr, Hurl:rd:m.%ﬂ:f-
muih, Coversry, and Londan, large-scale bamb-
mg shawed 18 clavee. The Germum had concsivad
& lEifrmg eeapon. Forenacely, shey hadnicher
ghe maginarion @or che phesical Peeeres
capicalize o their EEvuluiinnsry soncopeima,

O thenigheof Masch £, 1543, bording camg
of xge, On char duce e RAF began chesyigcmanic,
pitiefed devadiznon af che relve cicies of 1o
emiemn Bzhr, The mibms of the Rubir, Cologae,
and Hambarg, arsl the American inflized darrage
&l the Hitli rubker plane, ax che Herops slammasum
unit in Morway, and che Blohm & Yos skapyard
ar ki, have go doiked o Gennae visiem with
mtilety. To horrow from Macheth, jcm the Mo
ewn Bloady psrecions whech, l-:ill'!hll.uEH,
merurd 80 plagae che invenmor,"” The Rshr, hoar
of Germany s heavy indussry, hay boen crippied
In she firsr climacioe foes day-and-aighi Hagibes
&reg el Germam even had 2 ww—.fﬁr icl, ™
arer 1m0 Hagich apd American airoraf dropped
o rhaa 7, e oed of high explosive and inoces
ikanies oz 2 city che wxe of Deraic, To qooss an
wificial repore; “There s aoiking in the woeld 1o
wihlih ks comeerdrzicd devawarion of Ha
tan be cumpaned, for an ifeme of chis scale in &
ecoamy oof thig s s sever besen £ speriem ced, hardly
v imagaed, o™

Here, then, we have comor ard devasrssios
carmicd oo the core of & wirniag natson. The ine
plicacions of such Joareerion of public monk

T

il Slisiey ars ani yoi clear, b may b thas, in
Ezrging an wenble a weapon, e Unived Hatioss
Bave doand che way to break say sxtion’s wall m
Agks. Thar woeld mezan o osly vicowy in this
corficr Bar also 1he amvwer 1o dny chicacs uf was
B4 e leweierable futurc.

ACT 1. SGERE 1

Ar midaframenn on & gray day in Febsuary, spet,
& Depiiglit aiflsset fom Liskbon landod ac o woar-
pl-Englar] towa. The acvea oBicors wike ;uppe-]
0 hi plire that day Caeied wich them a
direitive migned by Licescroac (eraeral H. M,
Arzald, Cheel of the Army Air Forces, sd dapsd
Jarmdry 30, hlivebee Jduys elicr Pexrl Harbor, The
direczive named Bripador General [ra € Eaber
Bomter Commuandor ip Eaglind and ondsred him,
Emicng by things, in "maks e neccwary pes-
parabon in ssaees comperear and ggresive come
mand and direotion of oer bomber units in Eeg-
Ragal.™

I_|'= wean 3 big job dhar they faoed and (heir meam
ol scnmplishig 14, o lcadi ok thcbe ing, wore
aimall, Bez, by :ﬂ: firne of Augear m’h:!?:‘r‘.l:{-hﬁn-
Bardmens proepe had arvived asd weee in o staie
of insesive IEdining. chai dazz, Farthermicee,
eeriaza eger prinncics had boon cerallished. The
€. G, quoied feom the dissctive o folloves: “Faut
ilie Esfinne, shed, dncke, and porce in whach e
encrmy builde his rebacvian sad from whick he
lammches his sile e efoeid. Mext, hiv avmorafr
Jatterirs and orher runinan-maralcrering

ashimhmenn, Third, his laes of i

kchind, and high-ranking Asr Fonx offcom
wiained absoarr a8 calmly s 2w pecisnt (anhem is vha
ameren of 3 mazemicy wasd, Bherily belore
oo hiowre waichen on the conmod vower limnnd:
a chaier of specka bo the waik ol e psdiome.
Bapeely chey commd—for 3 some momers chere
seemed o be opldy elever. There wis a siph of re-
hiel  the vwellih appearca. Mlazates lacer the g
whipt st in 1o the ramiy, thaie namae high-
Eghizd by the level sayi of ide g Baky Dl
Pagpy I, Rig fowff, Marchar Stap, Wosbw Desdlr,
Tarived Tleepre, abawy Fad, Doeinihes Wi,
w2l ehe rese. Feloes and mechamics swermmed sl by
ma tha crows, Clickly che word wae peascd
ifovenid: ATl borebs dropped on o ear the inge,
nncamalzicy; poand prcccion Eum contag Spie-
fires; slighe Bak damage co oae Bz, o few bricf
exchangoh of fire with enciy Agbich. Miskion
succearful,

TWELVE FEET OF COMCRETE

The kinderparen msmsioas comineed dhrough
Azpgear wish whar now searms 3 parksricalfy amall
1ok foece of aircrall. By Sepiemles more Foms
o coming nbs accinn, aed ox Sepe €, jo uf
ghers wyrg over Meaule. Howerer, i3 was non -
#ilOxe. g, wheai pof heavy bombees hie Lalle, (st
an Armgrican foece vras smployed on a lairge scale,
Okt (A sl oo (b coafiasion of the skeptics wies
wecre urdaresliar with Foreress and Liberaves bee-
pagr, a% 3erman plargs were knecked Sown fnr
-\._::u.i-n.l_ﬁ mare prolably Sspoped’” and 44

A SUBSRATY [ of por carly hombing opera-
figvai will be in dewerming gur capacicy o dmmoy
poin sargens by daylight acceracy bommbing dmd
it abiligy e ket ol figheor oppossion and o
evads annaircralt opposinon.”

The first et Cirtie en Aegmi i7. [2 mas 2 cridi-
€al iy fre the VIEl Bomber Command, nor he-
gamz af the size of the elam=unly reelve Fogs
mesast wef irvolvol —bot became 3o mach was
at igake,

Ar iguhnhe i Foeives sook off, Eleven oikers
Iullowed, the T G uf the V1 Bom b Command
rrfing e Yawkee Dosdle, lead shig of she sepnd
Mighe of nix, The reelve Fonmesies wene Cemying
il Pavesipune ioes ol bt daimacd for che
railecad mamhaling yarde a3 Rousen

Far chie new thins: hoses an S !;luuu] CBEEE,
[eliow aiemen hitecrly dissppoieecd ar kong lefc

Twelve duys aleer the sir bamle ac Lally che
buizber piescked Kommas, 4 ddull nhing peet
oo rhe Peynch coanr mar far from Loriens, The
Grrmur had varsed s ipto o6 of (he mas dm-
portane [enar bass in Eeeape. With eppical
Tewmosic lordmess for masive comemcnon chey
had builz 2 scrics of Ulboar shelicts chat wese=
acopediag 0 cha proud annourcemeacs of Cemes
Eopaganda apencies =compleely lombipme,

Frzm foer mila wp, cheic shelers rescfibled
cardboard shoetowes, From cha ground chey
looked like enomincus re=pawed Pl ood nis-
nch. Thoy squacied .:n.:llrr Band with ramps lenk
g dowmn 1o ke warer, Breanag U-boot werg
hauled ag in crefles and shireed e any ane of
cwelve mdividual pera. There, prowsticd from
direct bemb hits by an elvan-and-s-halffaac
overhesd la ul erirdorged condéeir, shelieed
froom Belaar ﬁ:ru.l: walls morg chan cighs fect
ehick, ebe paides was made resdy for s nest foray

awt che shippizg lancw

lI‘l‘?lll'l'u o .u:l.E.:I: |151 1B veh ppan ar Lorient was
Dl lirargnd by dstoi bed agaiins samiilaa iz alla oo
22 Brews. Bombeag reinhis wers so enecriain thai
cuen ddarw aper, when che homben wese oo Saine
Placaire, & refice] e perimene war wied, Inanpad
of paing i ae the ¢oosmary 20000 plus eef, e
lead Crromg weens over a5 10,000 and the last Group
Meve ai 3 oon e, O gguadion was s b s
7oeca The raaule was char practically every shap
i brhy Craveps was his by annairrait g,

The grchlem (kat overshadowed all sahien was
bembing sccurscy- The Bumbon weore hicimg ihe
pab-pwm irarallacas, thorg wag no doub of thas.
Eevters of praise [vem dbhie RAF ditd from che Bng-
izh Admiraley acienied eo che daoucuonn e the
bases, wich the comequem lingrheming of the
Lhbeass” dumeareand vine Moral: of che U-bosr
erewn was undnobiedly shakon Buy che Ame
{onns weren't sarified

For orc chirg, capenenis wad peovudg ihae ahie
demmaczive porwesr nfa ungl: Bunh, = cven a fow
Psavidss, was ol g deveraniag as had Been ge-
receedl What was neoded withun ihe (arger aved
wad 5 fesraisarid of hamts whess romolioee
effen wepaild ke 20 geear char repairing tho damages
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would hardly be worth the Germans” timme of ef-
fore. During che early monchs of 1943 ches sort of
concontration was 10 be reslized, not once butc
many times. In the Last half of 1942 the American
bombardiers wereseill weestling with the problem.

The first indication that a solution mighe ke
reached came on January 3 when sizty-cight For-
tresses and Liberarors arrscked Saint Mazaire for
the sixth time. It was a diamond-clear winter day
with visibility unlimited over the carger. In a
Further effort to insure precision bombing an on-
usually long bombing run was ordered. The run
was made ingo che wind, and since the wind above
ancon feer was 2 prg-mile-per-hour gale, the
bombers' speed was reduced by more chan half,
For almost tcm minutes they few pracocally
straighe and level, sitting up there, a3 one pilos
put it, “like Bsh in 1 barrel.”

As a resule, the flak was parciculacly deadly.
The Germans put up whar amouneed o o box
barrage at the poine of bomb release, and che for-
marions had o plow theough it Ar lease owo
bombers—probably three—were shot down by
flak. Enemy hgheters, fourteen of which wess dz-
stroyed, accounted for four more bombers. It was
a tough day: the loss of seven bombers was che
waorst suffered oo dare,

Ui that day, for the first time, the formarions
abandoned individual bombing and adopeed che
F;n::i.;-.— of dropptng cheir hombs at the instant
the squadron lesder released his load, The full
implicacions were not realized ac che ome, al-
though bombing results were good, Bur che first
laﬂg SIEp had been taken toward 4 new 'ra_-\.._'hmriu:
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af bumbing that within a fow weeks was to pro-
doce a concentration of bombs an a cacger the
like of which had never been seen—ar Rocrerdam,
or Coventry, or anywhere else,

PARLOUS DAYS

While the '|'.-|.1.rm: and combar crews of che VIII
Bomber Command wers resc ing thieir streng th amd
weaknzss over the submarine pens, the drab ]fnga
lish wincer was Hl:lrlirr[g down on the bomber sre-

THE SICWET TARCET FILE AT BOMBIN HEADGUANTERD

tions from which che big ships flew. By righes
there should have been a constant morale problem
that winter. There was nor. The reasons why there
should have been add up eo 4 fairy complens pic-
ture of bomber-stacion life at chat stage of che
Eams,

The owo wiorsc lnz'.:ngl:hl.:':- thar che fhi=rs had

tn contend with were lack of replacements for cas.
walcees, and che prvchological repercussion af mis-
sions thas were “scrabbed’’ (canceled) ac che last
M e

As the milk-run missions went on and cocmy
oppasition became soiffer, American losscs began
o moong, They remained low in comparison oo
whar they were 1o become later, but che toral
force engaged was so small that any loss was felr,
In sddivion, the Germans adopicd new tacrics of
hammering at a single Group, so char the caswoal-
tica were likely to be concenorated st one bombers
statiom,

When this happened, morale ar thar station did
sag temporarily. The reason was soe =0 much the
casualtics as the failure to replace chiem promprly
The flicrs expocted losses; ic was parg of fighting
a war, But they did noc like empey beds in ehe
barracks oo remind chem of the men who were
missing. As long sgo as World War it had been
recognized thar 2 unir could endire severe punish-
menc if the vacane scacs in the mess weore occupmed
by the following moening, This “'full breakfasc
table' policy was axiomatic with che RAF. Bac
o the American stations the breakfase tables did
pot fill up very quickly. Thac was che grimmese
part of those parlous days.

The gther gresc source of nerve strain was che
missions thar wers called off ar the lase munute,
usually becawse of weather. Combar crews ds-
clared, almost wpanimously, thae che feeling of
let-dovwrn, the seose of antclimax char followed
these cancelladons was far worse than actual
participarvon in a combar Bighe. And when they
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happened the ground crows which had loadcd the
bombs and groomed che bombers fele almose a3
deflared as the ﬁgh Ting men.

As for living condirions, they were “rupged,™
to use the favorite airdrome sdjective, but the
effect on maorale was neglipible, Mobody liked the
mud—awet, sticky, the color of fresh comene. The
blackour, no mateer haw you sbiced ft—and some-
Ciimes you almose conld slice irc—was a nuwsance
and a bore. The interminable disrances on &
bamber station that had o be raversed on foor
with passing vchicles plastering you with freczing
mud, the coal stoves in the Migicn hiaes that de-
Bed zll actempts to keep them going overnight,
the lack of hoco water, the ipp:u'r:m:]}' [eTmancnt
absenos of f.u.n-ligh r—chese :h:ings. were suhjecs af
aniversal lamenration 2nd complaipe, bue nobady
cared seriously abouc them, Again, it was part of
fghting a war. Men acteally came to rake a mel-
ancholy peide in the duration of their particular
cold in the head and boasted hoarsely about it 1o
chie horedom of cheir fellows. Those who lived on
the more prl.rnil:u'n: SCACIONS MAds oo cHiors o coa-
ceal their COREEMEPE for the "'councry<clob sec™
who had been forrunare enoogh o draow RAF
UAFTERS with permenent buwildings amd [_'m e
cass) 3 real live bucler,

Lack of supplies

Maore scrious, because it acenally affeceed ppera-
tipns, was the shostage of essential supgplics and
maintenance. At chis time seevicng plancs for the
Twelfth Air Force 1o Africa was a top prioticy

with the Eighth Air Force in England, and often
plancs damaged in bactle over che sub pens could
not be made n:.1...’|:.-' o 1"'." again SLm p'l}' becanse there
wrere ot enpugh mainrerance men 1o do boch jobs,
Axoons poine the lack of equipment for deaning
machine gpuns became 3o acute thar the gunners,
having cleaned pares of cheir weapons wich soap
and water, veak them renderly into bed the nighe
before 2 mission to prevent chem from rusting,
Britieh generosicy keps general supply fram being
a problem, but ehe Brivish could mot peovide spare
pars for Amsrican planes or speclalized equip-
ment, such as oxyEem masks,

There was never any attempe oo belittle the ad-
VETSary, Lo rln:u-rnd. that the Germans were noc
gnnd. Larer an, when some misgui-:‘[-:d COMmPLny
at home pue our an advertisement shoswing an in-
ane-lpoking bomber pilor grinning cheerfully and
demanding: '"Who's afraid of the new Focke-
Wiall¥"" somebody pinned it oa tle bulletin board
with a luconic pote underneath. “Sign here,'' the
note said, Every combacofhicerin the Groupsigned;
the Group Commander's name l=d all the rest.

This was a great joke, of course, but underneach
it lay the seriousness wich which che fiers rook
their pobs. There was lictle if any of che hysterical
gaicty chat rradicionally cloched che deach-and-
%’_inl:y boys who few the crares of World War I

arritude seemed oo be: We have a :mlgh jah
to do here, and we're doing e, bur we find po
glory in ic,”" Mow and then, for a few hours, the
::mmph:—rt. il & station :ml.ght become tense and
dramatic. There was one cold winwer night when
the boys came back from a mission that had cost

them same of thear best coews, and they ook can-
dles and climbed on one another's shoulders, and
gmoked the record an the ':':':I""-E I [reat waver-
jng c:l.pim]:, P:ruuﬂ[:.r, zod in some cases nort far
TOM DEECE. o . o

There was never any doubr in the minds of thosa
aicmen as o the ability of the Forts and Libs,
g.i'.'l:n sufficicnt numbers, to penctrate to the hearg
nfﬂl:rm:m‘_r unescorcted and o ﬂ:}']igh t. It wwas
that convicrtion, ]'.-I1.|: their sense of humor, thac
kepe them going.

Bar thers was szill skepeicism in high places,
Ewen those who were now peady to concede the
value of daylight missions wene also swayed by
arguments in favor of night bombing. Thundering
across the Channel, the BAF was spreading ruin
and tervor chroughouc Germany, Influencial vipices
were rused, suggesting chat che best way to nse
the compararively small American force would be
to incorporite it in ehe RAF's night effors,

The climax of the controversy resulting from
this proposal came in mid-January when General
Eaker, who since November had been acting as
Deputy Commander of the Eighth Air Force in
the absence of General Spaacz, flew o Casablanca
to attend the now-famouws conferepre, Within a
few houars of arrival he was handed 2 ser of ques-
[ T3lat h:,r Greneral Amold. Oa the answers to those
questions depended the furare of che VIIT Bomber
Command,

The key quescions that had o be answered re-
g:r-:lhlg the VI Bomber Comimaned s showing to
date were concernod inainly with the relatively
few missions, the faicly high rate of abortives, and
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the chodce of French rather than German targets.

The answers to chese questions were plain and
the C.G. Eave them. He p;lmnzd. ogut chat boch
weather and the low replacement rate were fac-
tors in holding dowa operations. The rate of abor-
tives, largelyactributable o themaintenance hours
lﬁut on Twelfth Air Force aircrafe, was going

steadily as operational lessons learned were
pat ineo praceice and mechanical kinks were ironed
pur, Az For chodce of rACgets, that had been dic-
tared partly by che prioricy’ given o sccacks on
the sub pens, party by lack of long-range fighrer
support to cover the small bomber force available.
The C.G. added chart as a result of the experience
gainasd over the Ushoar pens, his combat crews
were pow sulliciently experienced o ondercake
the daylight invasion of Germany,

In the end be convinced his listences. So far as
the VIII Bomhber Command was concermed, the
Casahlanca Conference sectled twao :hlng::—ﬁ:rl!
the time being ar lzast. The necessary planes were
going o be seng, and they were to be vsed for
day bombing,

TARGET: GERMANY

O January 27 the VIII Bomber Cominand for the
first time poined the RAF o its actacks on the
German homeland. The rarger chosen was Wil-
belmshaven; the aiming poine was che ways whers
Usboars wers buailc.

One of che navigators on the mission has re-
corded a memorable few minores of char day's
erip: Ar abent rego b altimener indicared 27 000 fort,
The clowd cover bad reded, far belaw wa, and e conld
see the surfuce of the rea—like a abeer of glads, At rogy
the Caprain warmed the crew Fo Br pctra-alere, [ leaked
vt Fo che edght cond conld see the awrline of the comst sf
Gm_;r angd rig roa of dolawds rhar Lay lfm'.l' u_,lf i, fr
was awr first glimipre of Das Vacerland, Ar ragr uv
were fwst orer the Lrlands and ar rroe e Fadl garair -
parted fak ar rix o'clock, beloww. It avas from the coasral
drlaredy and war fbe _Iﬁ'r.r.r FiFTE 0 Foere ﬁmﬂ' wfon jrrﬂ.w
Crersan gapd, Ar rhir fime we were ﬁ-gfnn'fu_; to farw amd
wr croseed e Riland of Balteaw aud wens into Crerman
eerritery. A we Fured, phe Sosaburedier eleeared ri wags
wle of bis puw awd fired @ beerav g0 rivar iy Fracern arcivd
eper futo Crermmany. The firse shaes frame Hell's Angels,
Beer mar rhe lane?

Fifry-thres planes arracked che installacions ae
Wilhelmshaven, dropping their bombs through a
film of cloud that lay like thin gawze over the car-
Bro area. Two more attacked Emden. The Ger-
mans were ready. A smoke screen drafeed lazily
across the earget, below che clowd layer, at both
Emden and Wilhelmshaven, Flak was atrentive,
if not too accurate. Mose than fifty enemy Aghrers
—including rwin-engined types usually employed
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AFTER SCHWEINFERT, RLID FROM WHICH 18 U, L SOMEENS CID NOT BETURN, FORTHESS COMES I SAFOLY THEDUGH SMOKD &F ANOTHIN BOMBER WHIEH ERALHED &% T LANDED

in defenze againsc rl.igl'.u: bixmbers <raz= o mesc
theformarions. Returning gunnersclaimed owenry=
rwo enemy aircraft shor down, Conowsly, they
also reported that the encmy palots seemed inex-

nienced ia contrast to those met over French tar-

ts. The Lufrwaffe's first ream; obviously, hadn’c
E:u:n at home to meer their first American gusscs.

The kombing on this first mission over Ger-
many was only fair. Clouds hid much of the soory
the strike photographs, taken during the bomb-
g, mighe have told, but they did show that
while the pattern of the hits looked berter, the
pl::ing of the patterns scill left mach o be de-
sired. The American Plan was developing, but
slowly,

The gray core of winter now setcled upon che
ares of operations. Rain, sleer, biving winds, and
freezing banks of dun cloud spon cur from che
BMorch Sea po cover both the bases and the rargees.
In seventcen days but oae operacion was carried
out. Emden was attacked despate icing conditions
and temperatures that went below che recording
capacities of the thermamerers, 45 degrees below
zera. Vapor rrails h:lp:d g'uide the enemy ﬁgh::n
in their arrack.

Parch was dessined 1o b a climaceic month in
the hisvary of high-level precision bombing. On
March 4 the VI Boimber Command carmied out
its fint "DLP, job'’ (desp penecration arrack’) on
the Hamm marshaling vards in the Ruhr. On
March 8 another masshaling vard ae Bennes was
plastered with joo-pound bombs from half a hus-
d“l.l FL'!I.TI'I'.'IJE!.

Hamm and Eennes were the promises. Vege-
sack, teo days and chree actacks laner, was che
fulfllment. A tocal of ninery-seven hombers—
mn:r-:hree Forrs and n'-'cm:'_l.'-!'qlur Liberagors—
arracked the Bremen Volcan shipbuilding yards
which line the Weser some few miles north of
Bremmen. This works, foure |'|-r.lr.||::i:|5 [:!rl.rdul’.‘l:l.‘ afl
U-boats, was thus che objece of the largest force
the VIl Bomber Command had ac thar ime man-
.:.'g;ed. to pue ower a single rarger. Tavo hondred 2nd
EIX :}'-cighl: rons of high ¢5.'|_'|Imi'|.'r.:. WETE -;h'nppud,
inflicring whar assessment repores larer called "ex-
gremely heavy damage.”” This incleded che com-
plete deserecrion of the works powerhouss, two-
thieds destruction of the shipbuilding shops, and
damage to a number of submarines building on
the ways. Two bombers were lose on this mose
sucoessful of all asacks o dare, while Amcnican
gunners claimed ﬁl't'l,r-mn of the QppasLng ﬁshter:
shot dowi,

As whas the casc on most missions, the feturning
bombers brought cheir inevicable quota of wound-
ed back from "r'i:F.:.ck. One Fore also btu-ught
Jack Mathis home,

Jack Marhis was one of two rall brothers from

oL L e

Texas who came o England co fly as Foreress
bombardiers from the same station, Jack 15 gone
now and Mark is missing from a lacer raid, Here is
the story ufJ.lL'i'.': last H:Eht as told h:," the navi-
gator who flew beside him;

e ran dnrs very Lirnde rrawlde aw aver raid sn i-"r'gr_r.g;_t
sentil ee gtarsed ou the baeking raw. A very beavy bar
rage af fak eear Phrows sp at mr fust ar we reached rhe
tarper, Flak Bir per sy and sownded Iike bail om rhe
roaf. I glamced we Livotenans Marhis, whe was erouehed
orer bir bomh right, iming wp the farger,

** Bownb-bary dovrs ave open,”” [ beard Jack call wp 1o
the pilar, awd rhew inptracrisng ra ofiok 2 Hitle more ro
FEdCh imuuiins alrirade,

Dt v bavwb rwvir—rtbar fak bir ws. We weve jusr soe
ends rhers of the bewb-releare paine whew o wbale bar
rage .l:fll'l'a.l biF awr rfml"ran, ik por poere !rmi'url;.

(Pur af rbe rdedls burrr oof rs rhe rig.ﬁr armdl @ Hieely be-
Four fbe moge. Ir camlda’r Daiy boca auer :.n!l;n:p _Ifmr Fway
elen dr barst, IV dr Do been moweh eloser it wawld bave
kwacked phe awhele plawe over,

A Bk of fak cawe tearing throwgh the side of rhe
ware, It shattered the '51'.:::.: am e ré_gb.r shidle awat Beaky
thrawgh with & lowd crash.

s Jack faliing back roward me and threw wp w
@ do m'.u'n:!'-s-f rig lf.:l.l'.l'. By rbar rime Boch p_ll" &F T
way back im rhe rear ulf' rhe mose—dloud bark pheee, [
EECR, iy rhe _|'i'..:l; Bt

I was sors of balf standing, balf lving against the
back wall a.u.n!_jrﬁl: s Jr;ﬂiﬁ; up .::;.i.f.u':r me, | alidaf
dware be war fnjured ar fhe time.

Wirkour amy ausistance from se be pudled Fimrelf
Barck Fo Mg Bessad .risﬁ.r.

I heard Jack call awr am ehe fnterewn, ' Bavnbr—""
Hl' J:lp'.l'.l'_r cardfed i ded |5|||- o gerd p_lr HREIanE, .B.nr _|!|r
reier Suished vhe pleare phis vinee, The werds just rart
&f trrckled afl, and I tbomghs er throat mcke bad 1lipped
ewt of plaer, so [ fmirked omd the pheare, " Barbs
away!'' far him.

I .I'u-nl.rd' up ad s fock reacking over ta grab i
Bewphbay doer Aandle—ra ofoie rie dosrr, j.u_u.r ar i
Prenbed the bawdle be rlumiped orer backwards, I cawghe
Biwi, That was the first fndicativg that awylhing was
wrwag, I saw thew phat biv armm wws presey Badly shor,

I gevess tbey por you thar tivwe, sld boy,"" [ remember
saying, but thew bis bead lwmped sver and I raw rhar
Fhe imjurier were more serigws thaw just sorve fak i rhe
are, I bnew rien phat be was dead, [ closed the Soand
bury and reruraed to my pass.

THE OLD ONE-TWO

Achtong, feindlicke Floggruge! It is probably about
o0 hours on May 14 when the Nan Jagdfihrer,
or Fighter Coneroller, of the Holland fgheer de-
fense ares is given this waming of enemy sircrafe
approaching.

With half a dozen other Japdfihrers, cach



allorted a coastal secvor of Ferrumg Esrope, Jagd-
fithrer Holland is responsible for the day-figheer
defense of Germany and i conguered tecricory.
Ic iz his jab, u:ing an INTricate Communcarions
and radic-locaror system, o deploy che hghters
grouped ar strategic poings chroughour his defense
sector eo that aie arcscks feom I:l'lll.;IJl!-i- can best
be mee. Jagdfithrer Holland must have sworn a
round Tewzonic oath on this particular morning,
for the approaching hostiles had crosicd the North
Sea so low chey bad eluded his radio locator
screen. {rround observers had pm.'kcd. them up as
they neared the coasr,

TJL{J._I |_1|er||‘|1’|_-|' ;.l||:|:'|'§.|_||;'TJ|w Clll:llrriﬂﬁ MEiJ_'_I hy=
boring defensc seceors are notifed that hoseiles ans
abroad. For a while che defense neoworck s flashes
are $.|'\-|_'|FJ.Ei$. Ar Ty the hosriles are :'l:p-l:-r:c-'.' CVET
the Durch coase near Scheve |'||I'|E-rl"' Twvelve twin-
l:'_|||_‘_|1|: HIEC r.lrl VET ¥ ]l_'l'\.'\.I travel ||'|E| A%C . Tl‘ll"'l- ATE
spocted at Lc'.-.ll:u then over the ourskires of Am-
sterdam, at roof-top level, The quarey is fying o
loaw and too fast to pormit a planned |l'|‘.crl.'l.'|_."ril.'li-'l
by the fighters in ehe ate. The Jagdfihier, follow-
ing che traced course of the intruders on his map,
rtnh.nihh reslizes whar cheir carges is by ches time;
it is his business to know what poins in his do-
fain may actract the aetention of enemy bombe=

15, He knows, too, by now, that the introders
are American, thac they arc mediam boambers,
whar bomb load they will be carrying, and how
fast they arc traveling

At 1100 hours Jagdiihrer Holland learns that
the generating station at [jisurden, a town on the
coast, has been actacked weith delayed-gcrion
bombs. By p1oy the hit-and-run rasders are re-
porred acrpss che coast once more. A imIAake lager
thev have |_'-:is.::'-:l OUT TO Ee2 and arc away. Then
the ambs, having delayed fuses, start oo explode.

[|_ 15 an l_|'|;|||'~_|!_'||_||_'|l_li RLArT for May L. The \'_|E|'
cicnt Mazi warning network is taken by surprise.
This can happen o che bese regalated defense sys-
gems, a5 che Jagdfiithrer well knows, his own
fighter-bombers somerimes slip in unannounced at
wave-top level to lemb che English Chaonel coast
vowns, Bat on this occasion the ljmuiden raid may
be portentous. The day is fine and chere are other
targets in that area, Jagdfihrer Holland wonders
wherher it would sot be a good idsa oo pull in a
few of his fighter sguadrons from the Belgian
sECIOr,

It i3 1e30 houss when JagdiGhrer Mocthwest
Germany receives a message from his radio-loca-
por headquarters. The sereen has picked wp Lorge
Barrifes, fying east over the Norh Sea. A minace
later che locawor stacioms have pio-poinced the
approaching planesonche map. Jagdfihrer Mosth-
weat Germany, on the balcony of his ploteng
room, wiatches the enemy-bomber symbol being
r].jr_cb.] d::s' i the ""EI" of the Morth Sea Frsrmnaed
by the Danish peninsula and the Frisizn Islands.
Anocher flash—che symbol i3 moved. The general
course is southeast. The enemy, moving Fase, is
still miles ar sea. Jagdfihrer Morthwes: Gormany
ponders his plan of battle.

Cheer higs |1¢I'=|.1|;' SECION, COMPTIsSIing Denmark
and else norehwest corner of the Facherland, are
scacrered scores of Aghter bases. Ar cach base
Focke-Wulfs or Messerschmitts are stationed—in
groups of five, ten, or twenty. These arc the Jagd-
fahrer's pawns in che grim game to be plaved

By 105 the arrficlds in the sector are alered and
chee hrst ]I'!':JI.I:EH are aic-barne. At 1144 ehe enemy
formacion has semed southward and 15 ncaring
che coasy ar the base of che Danish penimsula,
Whar is their targer? The Japdiihrer srudics the
likely objectives—Flensburg, Kicl, Hamborg,
Hanover. Pechaps a swing o the west, which
woald threaten Wilhelmshaven and Emden—or g
torn oo che easc coward Labeck and Wismar. This
is the decision that must not be wrong.

CONTINIFLID OF HEIXKT FAGE

U, 5. Liberaters head I¥AY from cho cal refinerdes an Plocssi, German army and Ue-boar fleer. Some of che bombers used dn
Kumanga, Aug. 1, afwer deseroying & major fuel supply for che this raid were mrasafemed oo Afrkca froem the Eigheh Alr Force.

@ity smodoe bilbaws ever Ploesti o ehe Bombers cone in low

gegr she burming rpfinerice. Pelow, the smals i so dark thag

kol ikc papht. The fasd knocked oot 5070 of Mlooci s

i diwr 2 ywar, The operational cost was g1 13 bombers.




The moments tick away. The plotters move
abour silencly &5 chey chare the course of che in-
vading force. At 1150 the firse of the air-bome
fghter groups makes contace with the enemy.
Achiuwg, Dickeawrar, Aoeribaniiche. Warning, Amerd=
£t bpavy bavnbers. The Japdfiihrer reaches a deci=
sion. The target will be Kicl. The impostant Ger-
mania and Dentsche Werke !th’!,".!l.‘d:' not yet at-
tacked by che Fartresses, are ideal objectives
for the Americans and cheir precision bombing.
Ordersscart pouring out over the relephone. Fighs-
ers roarinto the air from stations soand 1eo and Leo
miles away. Kicl is their comimon goal. Five milcs
abave that port chey will incercepe the bombers—
if the Jagdfiahrer has guessed righe, *

At rzeo the hosiles in “grear force,'’ are pe-
porecd een miles southwest of Kl Jagdfiheee
NI.'II.'I:!'I“'\II'_'II Gmn:n]." IJ.L'I a I:\.IIJ :FE“. fWABEnLs. .l‘LI.'\C
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they going to h}"p:::. the tacger he has chossn and
Jeave che bulk of his fghrers waiting over Kiel?
Thar will mean a chase and wasie of precious lly-
:ing tume. At 12or the hostiles have made a twrn
and are reported oo a norcheasterly course, almost
over Kiel, The Jagdiihrer has guessed right. The
meiinn body of the fighvers is in contact with cheir
guarty aow. LThe battle of Kicl 1= on.

At 1206 comes word chat the Germania yards
and che Denmsche Werke have been bombed, with
I'gl.'u.l: destruction,. T The bombers have swung
northwest, Now they have turned back across
the peninsula, heading for the safery of the open
sea. The Eghll:l.'& anc |:|.I.r.|5|r|.'|.; o, .I.tl::-\:kiu.g
the flanks of the reereating formation. Some of
them, from the more distane stations, are begin-
nin_g: to ran low on gas. J't-uq_ur_'-:u' ey lamd Rl
the air.

Jagdfihrer Holland is having his own troubles,
Ar 1zoq, while Kiel is being bombed, his radie-
locaror stations report hostiles high off the Emg-
lish coast, Aying southease, This is a spear podnced
at the heare of hes defense sector. Jagdiahrer Hol-
land grders =everal :q_uﬂrm: into the air. J’Ed'
fahrer France, covering the seoror o che west, docs
likewise. They wair, Ag 1214 Jagdfihrer Morch-
west Germany inguires abour possible assisrance
while his squadrons are refucling. The answer he
roccives i shorvand to the poiot. At 1208 che hos-
tilex arc rr:purl:l:d over the coase east of Dunkick,
beading souchease, Muoluengined bombers, es-
coreed by Bgheers, dying very high. Jagdfihrers
Holland and France bocth vector their awrborne
squadrons o intercept the interlopers and chen
try to Ggure which way the Fors are headed, At
1230 the hostiles are over Ypres. Here they murn
gase. Ac 1x3o several of Japdfihres's squadrons
finally maks contact with the ineruders. Two min-
wies later Jagdfahrer Holland learns thae approxi-
mately fifty Forrresses have bombed one of his
feoat lmportant stations—his Agher field at Cowr=

trui, Hangers, shops, dispersal areas, and ramways

a2

have been hic. The raiders have turned nosch and
headed For the eoase.

At 142 Jagdfihrer Northwest Germany repors
the large body of hostiles which artacked Kicl have
nover passed out oo sea on a westbound couarse,

At 1300 Jagdfibrer Holland's neswork repores
large hostiles approaching the coast near Ostend.
He calls on _[ng filhrer France for h:lp, Ac :39&
the hosriles cross the coast. It is another force of
four-engined bombers with fighter support. The
hiostiles Ny southeaseward toward Brussels, Jagd-
fihrer Holland vectors his Jqu.n.drr.-m: eoward
Ghent. Some make contecr and follow the hos-
tiles as :h::.-' TUrn J.hmp: I:." northeasrward ar Brus-
scls, The Tagdilihrer knows now what is coming.
He throws his entite available force into combat
around the targer at Antwerp, The Fortrosses
Bomb the Ford and General Morors '|"-|.I.r|.|:: ac 1310

The foregoing is a peneralized picrure of what
lehihi'_«' happensd among the directors of the

azi day-fighter defense svatem on May 14, On
thar day the VIII Bomber Command disparched
well gver zoo plangs in four hours, attacking four
targets, losing cleven bombers, and claiming six-
ty-scven Maz hg!n:r:r: a5 d-e.:'rn:.].l:d. Ie was the
firsc American mualviple arcack, 1t is noc 2n ideal
exam ple—early experimentsscldom are—buatas the
firse, it deserves commemosation.

Berwoen March 18, che dare of the "!."ngunl:k
rard, and May 14, the VII Bomber Commansd had
carried our acracks on 8 steadily increasing scale,
Ir had blasred rarges in Wilhelmshaven, Rogrer-
dam, Beemen, and i one spectacular attack had
desteoyed the Renaule plant in Paris. Buc the op-
efations of May 14 were the frst American mulsi-
ple atcack. Later multiple operations perfected the
techniguee of delivering a rapid succession af ag=
tacks, confusing the enemy and dispersing his
fighrer strengeh.,

The mooths of May and June seetled down to a
grim cxchange of blow for blow. Flensborg, Kiel,
Wilhclmshaven, Emden, Bremen, the synthetic-
rubher plsﬂ'l: at Hials, the submarime bases in Oocus
pied France—these wese hicand hic hard. The Mazi
defense command sought desperately for ways o
stop the Fortress formacions from reaching theire
targets. Adr-to-air bombing increased; :Fi.,ghn.'r:
armed wich rocket NS were repnrl:zd by recurn-
jng crews. 1he Forts were not m:_:-p'pcd.

FULL STRIDE

The last week of July, 1943, was nor a good one
for F.un.'lp-::l.n dictarors, To one it hmuglﬁ: Em”l:h
cal amnibkielarion, .:.hrupr and j_gznn:h:m tnicus. o che
ather it 'h».n:n:ghl. the freatest sustained =zerial
offensive yer moruned h:r che VII1 Bomber Com-
iraand

Ot in force five times, the Foreresses hit six-
tcen major industcial targets. They made choir
longese Hight—r1go0 miles—when they attacked
the Crerman L-hoar base ac the Nnnveﬂ:un pur-l:uf
Trondheim, not far from che Arceic Circle, They
achieved their decpest penetration intg Crermany
swhen they struck an airceafe facoory ar Oschers-
leben, oaly cighty milea feom Berlin. In chose
seven climactic days cthey claimed 196 encmy
hghrers destroyed. Eighey-eight Fororosses were
[,

The besc picours of the rerror 2od desoreciion
attendant on 4 massed air barcele such as che one
thar zeok place over Regensburg was given by an
olficer who served as copilor of 3 Fororess in che
Last Gn:ll.l.p af the formation, a Gruu.p thit conss-
quently was hit harder than any other:

Ar pary bowrs, asear Wensdracly, [ raw the firsr flak
blargor oy fn swr sictmiry, light and smacowrare. A few
mvimater Daper, fuo FW pgo’s appeared ar ane o clack
tered amd whbizged phrongh pie formativn abead of i ima
fromral artach, wicking fwoe B-r7's o phe wingr and

Sreaking eway benearh ur 4 half relly, Sewhe Fovescdi-
ately trasled from both B-r7's, bwt they beld their 18a-
rigws. Ar the fighrers parsed wr ar o bigh rate of clarare,
fe puny of o grawp wemr fate acries, The pewpend
amelll of bersr pissler (lled oar cackpir, and phe Baz
frrmmbiled e phv pecodl of mase and ball-serret gienr. [ rawe
pireer iy off #he wing of enr of tbe Gpbeerr before tbey
porsred from view,

Here war eaely acvien. The members of the crea
Jeaueal eromtle. There war ramerbing degferars akase rie
waiy thaie reow Splyers came in farr vighe oar of pbeir
eldmd weitbont ady profimisaries, Far a fow seconds tbe
Fwterphear wal ey owith adwewitions: O Lead Cem
more' " ., . Vrbart barnes™ L ., den'r throw resvwdy
T R ““plieve' 1 e rrare d{:-.us & paimare,”

Three mrmwres larer, thbe pumuers eeporded fpbiers
elmbing wp frow ol wrawad pbe clack, simply ond in
pares, borh FIV poo's awd ME-rog's. Every gum frem
srrry B-r7 fuoowr Grewp war Srimp, iISTRININE S
parch sf shy with tracers. Beth rides gor barr in rbis
elark, with rwas Fortrerses from our low rquadron and
oust fraem the Corawp abead falling awt of formarion o
_,Er'r D creis .!uiﬁrrg vl ared seeera! _|'E5|'r."rr.r h.g..f.r.u!
for the deck in famver or wivh phede pilats liwgering
beboad wwder disty pollow poracbures. 1 wobiced an
ME-rro surtimg awr af rwge on swrrighy . He war rs way
with ar all the way ro rhe targer, apparcurly reporting
(LT }u.lﬂ.mh e _Ir!‘:.rﬂr Jf-ﬂd‘ﬂ‘.rlﬁ_l :."qu.lnE _I|rirr (-3 ﬂ:puw .l'.\l,lr
road, Ar tbe sapbr of all these febterr, I bad the dirvine
Jreliwg of Bermg trapped. The life expectancy of oar
Creawp suddendy seewed wery rhors, siwce it appeared that
il ﬁ_;!lm'.n: were Parsing wp e Fr:f:d'i.u_g I!::fdf:.ﬂr ti
afuler o falke o CHF T B

_Fu.i.'lg.l'.u_; rbeir yellate pases arswad fn g adde U-rurm,
rhe ﬂ-t'ffif-.l'-ﬁi'f lf-wd'rld -af ME-s2g"s tammr in _,frn.uu
Tl b b o clack s paier awd iu fours, and rhe main
FPORE W A

A shiming siloer object railed seer our right wing. I
recogmiged it o5 & mais ool doar. Secands farer, o dark
object camie hursling rhrowgh the fermation, barely
wbridag severad props, Ir wat o wman, dlarping bis
kaees re by bead, rewlving like @ diver in @ miple
swmerswnie. I dide's ree bir chave open.

A B-ry twrned graduslly ows of the fermarion ro rhe
l':lig.ﬁl‘, mr’m.:l.inirls aftitwde, fm & ;P.!'u' Jecandd, rhe

EOEEENE |N THE STHATOSFHINE LEAVE VAFDR TRAILLS

B-ry comspietely disappeared i o brillianr explosion,
frawn which the enly remains were fowr sevall balls of
fire, the fwel ranks, which were guickly comunved ay
ey fedl eawiiparnd,

(ver airplame wad endawgered By Jadiing  debrir,
fmu:;mg barches, exdr doars, jﬁmrm.l';r gP\fu.r.q! prra-
elwires, Bodies, dad adsavred .fm_;num; aJ" B-r3"r and
Hun fghvers beeeged parr wa im the 5lip sirea. J

I wached swo fphrees explode ner far bensarh, dis-
appearing in sheets of evange fame, B-27"s dropping
awl im eorry stabe af dirrress, frem eagines om fiee ra
conrrad surfoces shar aveay, friendly and emewsy e
ohwrey ‘ﬁmiulg doien, dnd, om rhe [Ereen carpet _fmr Bk
s, wurmeroas funeral pyred af pevake from fallen fghrers,
vrking ear irasl, The aight wai fawrairic; it murpasied
JReedan,




I warched & B-p7 rare alowly cut do #he sight wieh it
cackpir @ reass of Eawner. The copider erawled awt of iy
wrndaw, beld ow with swr hand, resched back for s
chie, hr}.b.d‘ it o, Fer go, ond war whisked back fure
fbe borizamral .l.r.:llu'.h'zrr. I belivwe she fmvpacy hilled
birm. Fia chare dide's apen.

Ten mefnwres, favary siamver, flircy mfmmres, il
erifl wa ferap fo phe artacks. The fighrers quened sp
fike @ bread lise awd lor g3 bave i, Eack secomd of rivs
bad a canwaw sbell ia e,

Olur B-17 shoak steadily with the fire of fitx  ge's, ond
rhe air dmride war beasy wirk smsbe. Ir was cald im pbe
cockpir, bt when [ lovked acrars at the piler I rasw hat
swtal wad pavesng off biy forchead and sver biv ecygen
mark, He wwermed the comtrols ever to mv for & while, T2
war & Elersed reliof fo cowernirace on baldimg station in
Jormarisn insread of watching those everlasring fiphters
Barinyg in. If war posrible fo farges ihe fighters, Thew rhe
fof furret paeacr s fedn megpler wewld poend away &
Joor abave pry bead, giving o realisvic imitarisn of can-
gy 1bellr excplading im rbe cackpar, anbidle [ gove aw eoen
derrer srnitativi of & wean jaspiag fix favbe awt of bis
ik,

A By of the Growp abrad, with its right Tokye
ranks an fire, drapped back fa abswr 200 et abere awr
right wing and stayed rhere while seven af rhe orew
swrcessively Bailed owt. Fawr soewt st the bomb Bay and
exvcnied Jr.l'.:l_:ldjuu.a.l. ddeE l.iil'u'_f-.!m e jare, p.u.ud'
Fiin chate prematwrely, awd mearly Jouled ehe rasl,
Auatber wews snt rhe lefe-waivi-gon opening, delaving
Bir chote spaning for @ rafe inrorval. The fasl gponser
drafped ot of big hawch, apparcearly palling the rip

A PORTRILE LEAVIE ELATING FOCHE WULF FLANT AT MANIFNAURG, CEMMANY.

cand Hﬂu be war clear of rhe JEI.EIF- Hir chare u?md
dnrramraneeaily, bavely miviing riv tail, aind jerked
drire g Barrd! phar fark doiv rbwees cavee o, He g s
#it phe harares, wbereas B avhers bad slown fmevediare
sigme of fife after pherr chuter epensd, shifting around
i the barmers. The B-rr then drapped back in @ medsamm
spivald and I did nat see the pilses Jeave. I rasw it just
befare it parided frows wiew, teveral rhawiand feer belew
wr, wdrk frr h‘!&: u.-.ﬁrrg a galld pheer dflj'f.l'.l'd'n:' J'i'.nn-t

Afrer e had beew woder pesarans arrack for o salid
D, it appeared crtala Nl swer Grosp war faced wivh
awnibilation, Seven of wr bad been shet down, the rky
war still mvortled with rising Gphrers, and i war anly
Tids hemrs, airh faw y:qﬁm et iE-..'r.r_-rh_'E PR
amay. | desbe if & wean i rhe Growp viraalized e par-
sibrdiey of our gretrng mweh furtber witbont sne bawdred
per cent Jars. I koo phar T bad foug vivce mentally wc-
cepred the fack of deark, and phat it was siveply o guers
tivn of the mext second ar the met minwre, [ fearned firrr-
buand that o man con resign bimself ra the cerrainry of
deadrli andtlair Mm'u_! .B.u.k.i.j. e Enu-.l _,Ere Puived
wad pedeved thirry-rheee percent, aammRRINOE wad rar-
wimg few. Owr padl gwns bad pe bv replfenisbed frome
anather pan stafian, Ganwerr were bcaming ocbansted
and merev-toviered from the profompeal sivaia.

Que By droprped aut of formation and por irs wheels
down while the cree borifeal awr, Three Me-yog's cingled
ir elarely, bt beld cheir five, apparensly ciwring rir
i awe arared dn ehe abip o by far bavee,

Near e I, P, ar rige bourr, por biwr and o half
after tbe first af at feart zoa sndividual fiphtr arfaks,
the prossar cared off, wirbongh bostifer were stild in e

wivimity. We turmed at she I P af rapg bowrs with
Jourteen Bpy’s feft im rhe Grawp, fuw of wikich were
ey m.tl_p-.!'rd'. Ther Jmppﬂm Jond afier .}mﬁ.u_! rie
targer and beaded far Sodrgeriand,

Wiather wavr the targee, ar on v ewiire Fp, war
dral. Flak war megligible. The Crrowp por itr bombr
away proospely am the Jeader. Ar we twrmed and beaded
Jor the Alps, I por o grim sotisfaction sut of resing &
i'l.'l.'."d.l:l‘l'-l'.i.l' calesn n-lll" ks ﬂ':jn; ,rmi!&r Hp Ifrm rie
Me-pag abaps.

The rest af #be drap wad @ marked anti-climax. A frw
mare Fpbrers pecked o wroon the wary Fo the Aipr. A
vown in the Bremmer Pasr tessed wp a lome buest of furile
fak, We rircled savr Lake Garda lamg emangh to giee the
cripplir @ chawee to yorm the fawmily, awd wr were o pwr
way frward the Mediterranern w o gradueal dercear,
The prospecr af disching ax we approached Nerth Africa,
shorr af fwel, and the sight of atber B-r7's falling iwko
the deink, reeoned trivial marrees after the wicivar might-
rare of whe Lamg reip acrars sowtbers Crermany. We folt
#he earvios of wer wlie Bad mar expecred e fee auorher
Jawiet.,

Ar sdep bowrs, wirh red lights shewiag en all the
Jued famkrs fn ooy ship, the sreem B-i7"r of tbe Giroscp
anhich were il in formation circled sver @ Weril Afri-
can airdrame and fawded im the dwst. Owr crew was wo-
gerarichaed. Saile J.:HH.-IIE I e m'rlpfm' a bir af enr il
Fiom areumd rhe rail fﬂﬂ _,i'.:li dang so-mem, fhelfs, W
dif aw il fard prowad snder the wings of ewr Boiy,
et rhe pood vareh felv softer than o rilk pillva,

THE END
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