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25 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Dec. 14, 1988

There’s a new version of the
Monopoly game going around
town. In “Mount Shastanopoly” –
you go to the local florist while in
jail, get free parking at an insur-
ance company, and collect $10
when you win the beauty contest.
The game is an innovative fund-
raising effort by Mount Shasta
Rotary Club and last week’s sales
showed they’re moving faster
than hotcakes. Cost is $15 and
only 500 games were ordered.

Mary Cannon of Mount Shas-
ta retired from the Siskiyou Coun-
ty Planning Commission Wednes-
day. She had served for 17 years.

WEED, Dec. 14, 1988
In Weed, there’s a special tradi-

tion that’s been followed by
dozens of local families for
decades. It’s the annual prepara-
tion of Italian sausage – a tradition
that goes back to the Old Country.
Among those to get together after
Thanksgiving to make the sausage
and other cured meats are Primo
Puppo, Bob and Mary Hall, Kelly
Groppi, Gary Groppi, Vincenzina
Magon, the John Soletti family,
the Zeke Zanotto family, Reno
Baldo, Mary Lipscomb, Tee
Scalise and Josie Scalise.

Weed Elementary School
began the process of establishing
developer fees within its district.
A county-wide study developed
last year recommended the WES
District impose fees of 60 cents
per square foot until 1995, then go
to 80 cents a square foot in 1996.

DUNSMUIR, Dec. 14, 1988
The Dunsmuir High School JV

boys basketball team jumped out
to a 19-3 lead in the first quarter
and went on to beat Liberty Chris-
tian 59-32 Saturday in Redding.
Three Tigers scored in double fig-
ures – Kile Koschnick tossed in
13 points, Brad Thunborg had 11,
and Kevin Rogers, 10.

For sale – New price of
$99,900 for two homes only 16
years old on 13 acres at Gibson
Road off I-5.

45 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Dec. 12, 1968

A grand opening of the new
United California Bank building
at 204 Chestnut Street will be held
Monday with souvenirs and
refreshments for everyone; plus
free drawings throughout the day.
The old building on N. Mt. Shasta
Blvd. was sold to the city of
Mount Shasta and will be used as
additional city hall space.

An experimental program of
seeding recently logged land is
underway by US Plywood Corpo-
ration in McCloud. One hundred
acres of logged company land was
seeded from a helicopter last
month with Douglas fir, white fir
and Ponderosa pine seeds. The
pilot program will be studied to
see what the survival rate is.

WEED, Dec. 11, 1968
The College of the Siskiyou

Trustees voted to suspend a beard-
ed student cafeteria worker from
his job until a newly-formed
grievance committee can come up
with recommendations for dress
and appearance regulations.

Plans are complete for the big
free annual Holiday Show for
youngsters of the Weed area on
December 14th at the Weed The-
atre. There will be a variety of car-
toons and special films for the
delight of the children. A special
highlight will be the appearance of
Santa Claus, who will give out tra-
ditional holiday treats as they
leave the theatre.

DUNSMUIR, Dec. 11, 1968
Seventy-eight persons attend-

ed the Smorgasbord Dinner of the
Dunsmuir Veterans and Retired
Railroad Employees on Dec. 3 at
the House of Glass. The Christ-
mas party was held in full spirit by
those present where they had a
choice of turkey or ham dinner
with all the trimmings. After din-
ner they played bingo and bridge.
The club has been active and in
existence here for over 11 years.

For rent – Unfurnished 3 bed-
room flat, automatic furnace heat,
basement with washing facilities
and carport; $65 a month.

65 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Dec. 9, 1948

Storms in the northern portion
of the state have eased the power
shortage (prevalent since last
March) sufficiently to provide for
a return by the state to Standard
Time on January 1st – approxi-
mately two weeks before the
emergency Daylight Saving Time
law would have expired,
announced Governor Earl Warren.

Members of Shasta Lily
Rebekah Lodge and McCloud
Lodge IOOF held their annual
venison stew banquet in the lodge
room last week. Supper was
served at 10 p.m. to allow mem-
bers on night shifts to participate.

WEED, Dec. 10, 1948
Considerable snow fell in

Weed and vicinity last Thursday
night. Over the weekend, high
winds whipped snow into drifts,
blocking many Weed streets and
making driving on them impossi-
ble. Many cars left parked outside
could not be started the following
morning due to snow having sift-
ed in and packing about the motor.

County Surveyor Albert Parrot
was given the go ahead to draw up
plans and specifications for a new
addition to the Weed Court House.
The addition will house a new jail
section, office quarters, or both.

DUNSMUIR, Dec. 10, 1948
It was a gala Christmas open-

ing downtown Saturday night
when an enthusiastic crowd of
about 2,500 people welcomed
Santa Claus, admired the Christ-
mas window displays, and
enjoyed the music of the high
school glee club and Christmas
carol recordings.

Peter A. Baccilieri has
reopened his Greyhound Bus
depot in the old site of Giri-
monte’s men’s store on Sacramen-
to Avenue – minus the frills; now
you can just get tickets or send
packages. The soda fountain was
not reopened.

President Truman will appoint
an emergency board to halt a
threatened shutdown of Southern
Pacific Railroad operations, if the
labor dispute is not settled before
Dec. 15, the strike deadline.

‘Truth invites it’
Dear Editor,

Thomas Cooper a defender of
free speech and ally to Thomas
Jefferson wrote: “Fraud and false-
hood only dread examination.
Truth invites it.” Recently, Dane
Wigington Administrator and lead
researcher for Geoengineering-
Watch.org was invited to be inter-
viewed by ABC weatherman
Chris Edwards to discuss  the
“Contrail Controversy.” 

Unfortunately, in the final edit-
ed aired version, Americans were
not given anything close to the
truth. 

According to Mr. Wigington,
ABC omitted every single scien-
tifically recognized term for the
climate engineering programs,
any facts/documentation (includ-
ing the dozens of lab tests regis-
tering off-the-chart-levels of alu-
minum and barium), his extensive
research and background, nor did
they mention his website. What is
ABC afraid of? Honest inquiry
and examination? 

Dane Wigington stated, “When
I agreed to do an interview … I
was fully expecting a disinforma-
tion “hit piece.” My decision to
press on with the interview was, I
felt that such obvious spin and
coverup would clearly expose the
agenda of ABC and Mr. Edwards
to quell ever increasing public
awareness of global climate engi-
neering. Was there a complete
lack of journalistic integrity in
the interview linked below? I will
leave that up to the reader to
decide.” 

To see the edited and full
unedited version of the interview:
http://www.geoengineering-
watch.org/abc-completely-omits-
climate-engineering-facts/ Mr.
Wigington does not dread exami-
nation, no and as Thomas Cooper
said, “truth invites it.” 

The latest seeker of truth to
join in on the call to investigate
these dangerous climate decimat-
ing and toxic weather modifica-
tion programs is Paul Craig
Roberts.  He was President Rea-
gan’s Undersecretary of Treasury
and a former editor of Forbes
Magazine. I encourage all those
who are still on the fence to read
his latest article titled, “Ignored
Reality Is Going To Wipe Out the
Human Race.”

Sincerely,
Rose Taylor
Mount Shasta

Amazement, concern
Dear Editor,

I am watching with a degree of
amazement and concern over the
expanded issues concerning the
new water bottling plant in Mt.
Shasta proposed by Crystal
Geyser.  

And I am surprised by the fact
that the county and Siskiyou Eco-
nomic Development Council,
both of which were involved with
procuring business for Nestle
Waters North America, would
remain so unattached and unin-
formed about the issues and con-
sequences of huge water bottling
and mining considering what hap-

pened in McCloud, just 10 miles
away. And that these agencies
would announce with blind faith
that no review be required con-
cerning the many issues sur-
rounding this project projected to
expand exponentially from previ-
ous water bottlers at this site. 

McCloud, too, was offered
assistance, state, not federal to
upgrade, not its sewer but water
to supposedly accommodate the
water miners. With Crystal
Geyser opening the door by offer-
ing to pay for upgrades to com-
munity infrastructure for benefits
of their business and future busi-
ness needs, should this become
an open invitation without these
officials willingly examining all
issues surrounding this project? 

One need only obtain a copy
of the CEQA documents prepared
for NWNA for Siskiyou County
to begin to understand such proj-
ects and even then these docu-
ments, with so many potential
consequences, could not be
approved by the supervisors
because of the omission of even
more effects.  

It seems that the communities
surrounding Mount Shasta should
be keenly aware of what is going
on throughout this beloved moun-
tain.

Let us hope that the stewards
of the county and city accept
responsibilities not only to an
international corporation but to
the very people residing within
the county and beyond.   

Diane Lowe
McCloud

Mandela’s legacy
Dear Editor,

Elder statesman Nelson Man-
dela leaves the world a legacy of
peace. “I learned that courage
was not the absence of fear, but
the triumph over it. The brave
man is not he who does not feel
afraid, but he who conquers that
fear.”

Nelson Mandela, sentenced to
life imprisonment for daring to
stand up against the apartheid
government of South Africa, con-
quered his fear. His victory over
colonial politics and institutional-
ized racism, poverty, and inequal-
ity was witnessed by the world
when he was finally released,
twenty-seven years. 

As we honor Nelson Man-
dela’s life, we have work to do.
America has become a nation at
risk. Too many of citizens are out
of alignment with our common
humanity, our innate destiny to
evolve by living and letting oth-
ers live. In our divisive political
climate, we have forgotten what
binds us together as a nation.
Instead we have instituted a polit-
ical process that ignores the truth
with fear and hostility. Although
our constitution outlines the Peo-
ple’s intent to promote equanimi-
ty and equal justice, we have
allowed it to be altered with cor-
porate fiction. 

Consequently, millions of chil-
dren in America are hungry,
attend segregated schools, and are
entrained to a world of fear and
violence. Without the balance of

a compassionate world they are at
risk. Nelson Mandela leaves an
emotional marker that reminds us
to stand up to power by being
committed to economic and
social equanimity.

We give homage to Nelson
Mandela’s legacy when we shift
our nation’s record of cultural
exclusion and social isolation.
Freeing ourselves from ignorance
and misinformation, we continue
the process of creating peace in
both our public and private lives.
“For to be free is not merely to
cast off one's chains, but to live
in a way that respects and
enhances the freedom of others.”

Gloria Cooper

Mount Shasta

Risks vs. rewards
Dear Editor,

I think I see a pattern in the
use of the water bottling plant.

1) Multinational Corporation
acquires land and/or facility to
equip for bottling and shipping
water.

2) Multinational Corporation
withdraws water from ground,
puts it in a bottle, and ships it to
market.

3) When water quality/quantity
declines Multinational Corpora-
tion stops production.

4) While waiting for water
supply to replenish itself Multina-
tional Corporation sells land
and/or facility to another Multi-
national Corporation.

5) Go to Step 1

This pattern is starting its third
iteration. How many times can
this pattern be repeated? The only
person that may know the answer
is a hydrologist with a back-
ground in volcanic groundwater
systems. Has anyone retained this
specialist’s services? If Crystal
Geyser has they’re not saying.

Regardless of the success (or
failure) of the third iteration the
individuals that are directly
involved will probably have a
comfortable retirement waiting
for them. And a few local resi-
dents will be employed for a few
years.

If the third iteration fails
Mount Shasta could become a
less desirable place to live. In
other areas where large amounts
of water have been withdrawn
from the ground sink holes have
formed, water quality (if any
water is left) has been dimin-
ished, and earthquakes have been
triggered. With our special geolo-
gy could a volcanic eruption be
triggered? A hydrologist with a
background in volcanic ground-
water systems could help answer
this question.

Crystal Geyser plans to expand
the facility on Ski Village Drive
and withdraw much more water
than its predecessors. Are the
rewards from this project worth
the risks? To learn more visit
http://groupspaces.com/WATERS

Sincerely,

Ralph Thomas

Mount Shasta
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We reserve the right to hold
letters for one week when
they take exception to a local
business in order to give the
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reply in the same issue. Let-
ters may also be held for
legal opinion on content.
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Steve Gerace at 926-5214
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