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B073 Michael Sloan 01-Jan-13 2:26 PM The beach and ocean in front of Nome, AK. 64° 29' 47"N -165° 24' 17"W Nome 1

Snow machiner trapped on fast moving sea ice (photo)

Nome, Alaska, January 1, 2013 (ice) A strong winter wind broke off the sea ice in front of Nome right at the beach and then it moved off shore. A snow machiner was trapped on the quickly moving 

floe and he was rescued later by a helicopter. Nome residents use the sea ice for subsistence hunting, fishing and crabbing. Open water in front of Nome will  mean limited access to winter 

subsistence resources. Mike Sloan, LEO | The snow machines event was reported in the Anchorage Daily News at this l ink. This observation has been forwarded to Dr. Hajo Eicken at the Sea Ice 

Monitoring Project, UAF. <http://m.adn.com/adn/db_310136/contentdetail.htm?contentguid=TaJpLQwL>

B074 Mary T. Kennedy 05-Jan-13 4:00 PM Ketchikan and vicinity 55° 20' 22"N -131° 38' 46"W Ketchikan 1 1

Lots of earthquakes in Southeast Alaska

Ketchikan, Alaska, January 5, 2013 (coast, other) I have noticed that there are an increased number of earthquakes.It is important to all  the communities of Southeast Alaska because of the 

immediate threat of a Tsunami.  Mary Kennedy, LEO | See: KTUU <http://www.ktuu.com/news/ktuu-southeast-alaska-another-earthquake-aftershock-occurred-monday-20130115,0,2277056.story> 

& Alaska Dispatch <http://www.alaskadispatch.com/article/earthquake-aftershocks-40-continue-rocking-southeast-alaska> 

B075 Victoria Kotongan 06-Jan-13 2:30 PM Barge landing a couple miles up the coast from 

Unalakleet
63° 54' 37"N -160° 48' 53"W Unalakleet 1

The lack of sea ice changes the hunt (photo)

Unalakleet, Alaska, January 6, 2012 (ice) Almost all  of the ice is gone out of the ocean. People normally use the ice for hunting bearded seal and normally around this time of year there is ice way 

out into the ocean. I think people are using boats to hunt because of the warmer weather and east winds. There's no ice this year. Victoria Kotongan

B076 Delores Anderson 09-Jan-13 12:00 PM

This bear was first spotted in Port Heiden at a remote 

residential area (Trapper Hill) than went through the 

Old Hudd Townsite, passed the school and continued 

on to the Meshik Bay.

56° 56' 55"N -158° 37' 36"W Port Heiden 1

Rare brown bear sighting in January (photo)

Port Heiden, Alaska, January 9, 2013 (land animal) This bear was first spotted in Port Heiden at a remote residential area (Trapper Hill) than went through the Old Hudd Townsite, passed the 

school and continued on to the Meshik Bay. This is a rare sighting to observe a brown bear in January. I believe he's starving so he was forced out of hibernation. Delores Anderson, LEO

B077 Mike Brubaker 16-Jan-13 12:00 PM Tributary to Rabbit Creek 61° 05' 51"N -149° 45' 28"W Anchorage 1 1

Creeks choked by ice and overflow (photo)

Anchorage, Alaska, January 16, 2013 (river, ice) There is alot of overflow and flooding happening in Anchorage area streams, as a result of the recent record rain fall. This is usually a l ittle brook 

that you can jump over any time of year. Now this trail  was practically impassable, or at least wet and hazardous to anyone who tried. The bridge is either under the ice now or gone and the the 

level of flood can be seen in the exposed bit of the bench on the opposite bank. This raising concerns about safety, flooding, and access. MIke Brubaker, LEO 

B078 Charles Prince 17-Jan-13 2:00 PM roughly 8 river miles up the Andreafski River from St. 

Mary's
62° 08' 06"N -163° 00' 22"W St. Mary's 1

Winter brown bear sighted

St. Marys, Alaska. January 17, 2013 2:00 PM (land animals) A brown bear was sighted roughly 8 river miles up the Andreafski River from St. Mary's. The bear which had a bloody face was observed 

a local wood gatherer. This happened after we had a warm spell. Spoke to locals and they concluded its den became wet and forced the bear out. A few locals tried to track down the bear for 

pictures but were unsuccessful. Its unusual for bears to be out during the winter months and if hungry enough, they might pose a threat to the community. Charles Prince, LEO | Note: observation 

has been copied to LEO Bears and Wolves, topic map.

B079 Charles Prince 18-Jan-13 10:00 AM St. Mary's 62° 03' 12"N -163° 11' 10"W St. Mary's 1

Wolves in village

St. Marys, Alaska, January 18, 2013 10:00 AM (land animal) Wolves have been reported in and around the community, tracks were seen during day time and one wolf was caught by a local hunter, 

We haven't heard of any sightings or tracks since then. This is important because wolves pose a safey concern for the residents and pets within the community. Charles Prince, LEO | Note: this 

observation has been posted to the LEO Bear and Wolf Map.

B080 Ben Foss 26-Jan-13 2:30 AM Knutsen Valley 59° 49' 34"N -154° 06' 38"W Pedro Bay 1
Winter black bear sighted

Pedro Bay, Alaska, January 26, 2013 (land animal) A large black bear was observerd and are not normally observed during this time of year. Ben Foss, LEO | Bear and Wolf Map.

B081 Maija Lukin Nov 2012 -

Feb 2013
Noatak Valley 67° 34' 16"N -162° 57' 55"W Noatak 1

Herd of caribou slowly migrating (photo)

Noatak Valley, Alaska, November, 2012 - February, 2013 (land animal) About 3,000 head of caribou are hanging out in and around Noatak, AK moving slowly thanks to the lack of snow in our area 

this winter. It is good, both in that there is VERY low winter kil l  off due to starving, and 2. because the caribou that have been caught are extremely fat stil l . Also, they are sticking close to the 

vil lages, so it's easy to catch one when you need to.  Caribou is the number one staple in our diet. It doesn't matter if you're in Deering, Noatak or Ambler, we all  survive on a diet mainly of Caribou 

and Fish. Maija Lukin, LEO

B082 Anita Atkitiig 21-Feb-13 Kulukak-between Togiak & Manokotak 59° 03' 43"N -160° 22' 36"W Togiak 1

Large number of wolf sightings

Togiak, Alaska, February 2, 2013 (land animals) TCT President made a VHF announcement that people gathering wood upriver and from Manokotak side should always carry a rifle due to the many 

wolf sightings especially near Kulukak. We never had this many wolves near our community. Anita Atkiti ig, LEO | Note: Observation to Bears and Wolves map

B083 Victoria Kotongan 05-Mar-13 10:13 AM Norton Sound 63° 54' 37"N -160° 48' 53"W Unalakleet 1

Changing sea ice conditions in Norton Sound (photo)

Unalakleet, Alaska, March 5, 2013 (ice) The west wind blew the ice out to sea in Norton Sound. It's been a weird year for ice. Its been in and out, very unstable. This might be the start of string break 

up. If so, it happening early and fast. LEO Victoria (Sissy) Kotongan | Note: Observation posted to the LEO Ice Map.

C007 Shannon Matson 7-Mar-13 Port Heiden roads 56° 56' 57"N -158° 37' 37"W Port Heiden 1

Late winter storm disrupts transportation (photo)

Port Heiden, Alaska, March 7, 2013 (land) Erosion from severe storms on our public roads, transformers, water wells. If erosion continues to wash our roads out it will  cost a lot of money to 

rebuild. And the flooding will  ruin our electrical transformers and seep into our water wells. Shannon Matson, LEO

B084 Qinugan Roddy 08-Mar-13 2:00 PM Barrow, AK near gas station 71° 17' 26"N -156° 47' 19"W Barrow 1

Lack of sea ice along the Arctic coast (photo)

Barrow, Alaska, March 8, 2013 (ice) We have open water, not even 1/4 mile out. During this time of year it is very important that we have ice, so that our whalers will  be able to hunt whale. We 

don't usually have a lead this close, it usually a few miles out. The whalers will  either have to use motorized boats or go further east. I'm assuming near Wainwright they may even have to go 

whaling similar to fall  whaling using their big boats. I just pray for a safe and successful spring whaling. Qinugan Roddy, LEO | Note: observation posted to the LEO ice map.

C008 Carol Wesley 13-Mar-13 Noatak Village 67° 34' 16"N -162 57' 55"W Noatak 1

Buggy ptarmigans

Noatak, March 13, 2013 (insects) My elder mother was brought some ptarmigans, they had bugs. Ptarmigans are not suppose to have bugs, she said first time she know of bugs in ptarmigans, shes 

75. A young man went out across town and got the ptarmigan. He brought four to my mother that day. My younger sister was going to move them and she found that they had bugs. And my mom 

said, no way, ptarmigan don’t have bugs; ducks do but ptarmigan normally do not. There were a couple of bugs crawling around underneath the feathers, insects (l ike the size of a no-see-um) that 

were dark. They may have had wings because they were triangular in shape. This is important because there is not supposed to be bugs in the winter, or on winter birds. I would like to learn if there 

are bugs in the ptarmigan in other areas. Also I would like to know if this is due to climate change or an invasive insect. I wonder if these ptarmigan are safe to eat. Carol Wesley, LEO.

C009 Mary T. Kennedy 3-Apr-13 Annette Island 55° 07' 45"N -131 34' 20"W Metlaketla 1

Orange bloom on beach (photo)

Annette Island Alaska, April  3, 2013 (plant?) Fred Dundas Sr. posted this on his Facebook page. It was taken on a local beach. This is the first time we have ever seen this plant on our beaches. 

Mary Kennedy, LEO

B085 Nick Carter 12-Apr-13 Warehouse Slough 59° 56' 06"N -162° 05' 29"W Eek 1

Sick spotted seal (photo)

Eek, Alaska, April  12, 2013 (marine animal) Upon his return from hunting, Seth Heakin said he caught a spotted seal that he thought was sick. He then proceeded to gut the marine animal and found 

there was white puss or goo like substance along the muscle tissue everywhere. Subsistence gathering for which includes seal is a normal activity. We have told those who travel and hunt, to 

observe and be aware of possible i l lnesses or anything unusual they may see in anything they may catch. Nick Carter, LEO | Photo courtesy of Seth Heakin

Update: Nick called and said that Seth went back to the carass and observed the seal to be intact. He found it unusual that l ittle or no savaging had occured. 4-15-13

B086 Charles Prince 21-Apr-13 St. Mary's 62° 02' 45"N -163° 14' 46"W St. Mary's 1

Unseasonable chum salmon catch under ice (photo)

St. Mary's, Alaska, April  21, 2013 (fish) We fish under the ice with nets for Lushfish, Sheefish, and Whitefish in the Andreafsky River right in front of St. Marys.  I was checking my net on Sunday 

morning and I pulled in some white fish, Sheefish and Lush fish, as well as this Chum salmon. This is the first time I recall  ever catching a salmon this early. The run of fall  chum is from August to 

September and the lastest catch is under the ice in December. We usually see our first salmon in the summer a week or two weeks after the ice goes out at the end of late May or beginning June. 

From the look of it, it look like it's from last year’s Fall  chum run. It was an average sized (about 4 1/2 pound) male. It had missing skin and sores which is also unusual. These last three years, 

during our summer Chum subsistence season, we usually get one or two that have sores l ike this or white spots in the meat. It felt a l ittle bit soft when I picked it up and it did not look good and I 

gave this one to my dog. I would like to figure out why they are showing up so late, and I would like to know what is making them sick.

B087 Ben Foss 21-Apr-13 12:30 PM Iliamna Lake, Knutsen Rover 1 mil 59° 47' 14"N -154° 06' 22"W Pedro Bay 1 1

Brown bear sighting during unusually cold spring

Pedro Bay, Alaska April  21, 2013 (land animal) It was just unusual that it was out when the weather here in Pedro Bay has been below freezing and at times below zero in the morning.  Residents 

were going out without protection or awareness, and they can be moody if disturbed while looking for something to eat. Ben Foss, LEO

B088 Mike Brubaker 22-Apr-13 Hillside 61° 04' 59"N -149° 46' 00"W Anchorage 1

Large canid roaming Hillside concerns neighbors (photo)

Anchorage, Alaska, April  22, 2013 (land animal) A large canid suspected by residents of being a wolf was roaming an Anchorage Hillside neighborhood yesterday morning. It had an encounter with 

a large labrador and ended up on a family's patio eyeing another small labrador. "It was significantly larger than our big Lab. The lab immediately went into a submissive position and was 

subsequently sniffed by the wolf. It seemed more interested in our small Lab who was panicked on the deck. The wolf was intently tracking her movements." The family alerted neighbors via phone 

and e-mail of the encounter, as is typically done when there are bear sightings. If a wolf, this would be the first time in memory that one has been sighted in the neighborhood. Parents walked or 

drove their children to and from school, and residents took special precautions with their dogs and other pets. The animal is thought to have also visited Sunday evening based on the families 

dogs' behavior. Mike Brubaker, LEO

B089 Mike Brubaker 23-Apr-13 Pond next to ANTHC buildings 61° 10' 55"N -149° 48' 22"W Anchorage 1

Arriving geese encounter snow and ice (photo)

Anchorage, Alaska, April  23, 2013 (seasons / birds) The Canada geese began to arrive at the Alaska Native Medical Center yesterday only to find the lake frozen and most of the ground stil l  covered 

with snow. The geese appeared to be competing this morning for the little bit of grass accessible along the lake side. Mike Brubaker, LEO

C010 Bobbi Anne Barnowsky 1-May-13 Old Harbor 57° 12' 10"N -153° 18' 14"W Old Harbor 1

PSP levels rising on Kodiak Island

Old Harbor, Alaska, May, 2013 (shellfish) Levels of Paralytic Shellfish Poison (PSP) causing toxins in butter clams harvested in the Old Harbor area are rising and the levels in the May samples, 

analyzed at the ADEC laboratory exceeded the USDA level for safe consumption. There have been 2 samples collected so far from this site and both have been above the regulatory l imit of 80 ug/100 

g tissue; actual levels were 244 ug/100g.  These levels are higher then samples collected in March, and we are concerned that the environmental conditions have changed and may no longer be 

safe for consumption of shellfish.  Bobbie Ann Barnowski, LEO

B090 Bambi Alexie 14-May-13 9:30 AM Airport Road #17 62° 01' 58"N -163° 17' 15"W Pitka's Point 1

Unusual moose sighting (photo)

Pitka's Point, Alaska May 14, 2013 (land animal) A cow and two calfs running through the town. It's very unusual/uncommon to see animals running through our community. Bambi Alexie, LEO

B091 Edna Jackson 15-May-13
Kake is located on Kupreanof Island in central 

Southeast Alaska
56° 58' 33"N -133° 56' 50"W Kake 1

Tree illness observed in Southeast (photo)

Kake, Alaska, May 15, 2013 (forest) Here are a couple of photos that show the effects of 2 warm winters in a row.  I l ive in Kake, which is in the heart of Southeast Alaska & the Tongass National 

Forest.  We had 2-3 warm winters which encouraged the Spruce Beetles to multiply.  Usually the cold winter temperatures keep them in check.  We had a cold winter 2 winters ago and the Spruce 

trees recovered.  In looking at the tree photos, you can see where the needles dropped off and haven’t recovered.  You can see at the ends of the branches, healthy needles.  Stil l  not sure about this 

past winter, but so far I haven’t seen any unhealthy needles. Edna Jackson, LEO

B092 Mike Brubaker 17-May-13 3:30 PM Bear Valley School 61° 05' 02"N -149° 44' 58"W Anchorage 1

Late winter storm hits Southcentral (photo)

Anchorage, Alaska, May 17, 2013 (season) We are having an unseasonable snow storm in Anchorage. The snow began in the afternoon and is resulting in some significant accumulation. 

Fortunately it is coming on a Friday, so we will  not have to worry about the drive for buses or the commute. Anchorage only allows the use of studded snow tires from September 15 to April  30. 

Most people have had their tires changed over for weeks. This is very unusual weather, and it is not without some effect on Anchorage residents. Driving is hazardous and will  continue to be so 

while the snow lasts. Mother nature has caught us unprepared. The generally grumpy attitudes displayed by many Anchorage residents of all  ages (even some hardcore snow lovers), demonstrates 

the mental impact of our delayed spring and this unseasonable snow. As to the environmental effect of this storm, we will  see how our roads hold out and whether their will  be any flooding in the 

days ahead. I just went and got more firewood from the shed. It is a good night to sit by the fire. Mike Brubaker, LEO

B093 Mike Bradley 21-May-13 Anchorage area, South Central, AK 61° 10' 12"N -149° 51' 59"W Anchorage 1

Late spring in South Central Alaska

Anchorage, Alaska, May 21, 2013 (weather) The longest snow season on record for Anchorage occurred this year. There were 231 days between the first and last measurable snow fall  in the 

Anchorage region this year. I have tracked break up dates for 18 years. Ice went out of local lakes and ponds 3 – 4 weeks later than normal. Disappearance of snow and ice cover was 3 weeks later 

than normal. Temperatures have also been significantly below average. While I have not noted specific impacts on wildlife this has to be significant. Swallows arrived on schedule however their 

insect food source had to be affected. Food sources of other migratory birds must also be affected. If these weather trends continue impacts on the ecosystem could be very significant. Mike 

Bradley, LEO

B094 Karis Porcincula 21-May-13 Sand Point, Popof Island 55° 20' 33"N -160° 29' 49"W Sand Point 1

Volcanic eruption causes ash fall on Alaska Peninsula (photo)

Sand Point, Alaska, May 21, 2013 (safety) Mt. Pavlof started erupting Monday, May 13, 2013 and has been erupting since. On Saturday, May 18, 2013 - Sunday, May 19, 2013, ash fall  hit Sand 

Point. We have been affecting, along with other communities in the Aleutians. The volcano is sti l l  erupting and we haven't had a fl ight since Thursday. We haven't been hit with ash fall  since. The 

photo is ash fall  on the front of a local's vehicle. Ash fall  is hazardous to our safety. It is important to all  Aleutian Island communities. Karis Porcincula, LEO

B095 Robert Tokeinna, Jr. 22-May-13 5:11 PM Wales, AK Sea Ice 65° 36' 33"N -168° 05' 15"W Wales 1

Tough hunting season due to sea ice conditions (photo)

Wales, Alaska, May 22, 2013 (ice) This year was a hard hunting season for our local hunters due to harsh weather conditions and sea ice cluttering in front of vil lage and also deteriorating ice as 

posted in the photo. The sea is our garden for food and other things. The community of Wales food source is provided through the sea mammals and it's creatures in and around the vil lage. Robert 

Tokeinna, Jr., LEO

B096 Karis Porcincula 28-May-13 1:15 PM Sand Point boat harbor 55° 20' 33"N -160° 29' 49"W Sand Point 1 1

Leopard slug observed on the Popof Island (photo)

Sand Point, Alaska, May 28, 2013 (other biota) We have been finding these slugs here in Sand Point. They are called Leopard Slugs and they are native to Europe. They have been found more and 

more each year. We just starting seeing these in our community a couple years ago. Now they are growing in population and traveling up more with in the island. Karis Porcincula, LEO

B097 Maija Lukin 30-May-13 Kobuk, Kobuk River 67° 34' 16"N -162° 57' 55"W Noatak 1

Flooding on the Kobuk River

Kobuk, Alaska, May 30, 213 (river) Kobuk is flooding horrendously. We are scrambling to get all  the people's dogs and other things safe.  An Ambler resident travels to Kobuk every day and keeps 

his dog team there.  He heard about the flooding, rushed to Kobuk and six of his dogs drowned before he got there. Maija Lukin, LEO

B098 Toby Anungazuk Jr. 02-Jun-13 2:00 PM Camp Kitchavik which is a few miles from Golovin 64° 32' 41"N -163° 01' 39"W Golovin 1

Low number of migratory birds so far

Golovin, Alaska, June 2, 2013 (bird) I am not sure if this is being observed where it is warmer than the Golovin area, but near Camp Kitchavik we usually have numerous species of small birds on 

the lower lands with many nesting by now. Four days ago this spring in the lower lands near our camp, there are about 10% of usual numbers of birds - I am not sure if it is just too cold yet for 

them to migrate into our area, I will  check again in a couple days or so - but I might wait until  we have days that have temperatures in the upper 50's. It has been a cold spring, the ice in the 

Golovnin Lagoon and Bay is sti l l  in, although with binoculars we just saw some bigger cracks about 8 miles out. in the Bay. In the previous 10 springs that I have been here, the ice was already out 

by the end of May. We are curious if this is an observation in other coastal communities. Toby Anungazuk Jr., LEO

B099 Debbie Sue Nictune 03-Jun-13 12:00 AM Evansville AK, Koyukuk River 66° 55' 22"N -151° 30' 22"W Evansville 1

River bank erosion disrupts nesting birds (photo)

Evansville, Alaska June 3, 2013 (river) The river was high when the ice went out. After the warm weather the bank cut back in the area where swallows nest. They arrived before the event, so I am not 

sure if the nest holes were caved in. Today I saw more swallows than before. I think they rebuilt the holes! The swallows are important bug catchers and help keep the mosquitos and nats numbers 

lower. Debbie Sue Nictune, LEO

B100 Qinugan Roddy 05-Jun-13 11-52 AM Barrow 71° 17' 26"N -156° 47' 19"W Barrow 1

Ice conditions risky for whaling crews (photo)

Barrow, June 5, 2013 (ice, whaling, subsistence) This year has been very challenging for our whalers. We’ve had couple of whaling crews that had to return to shore due to the moving ice. This is a 

picture of a whaling crew waiting for the ice to hit back to the shore fast ice. What ice does when it’s moving, when there’s a lot of ice l ike this, but isn’t safe, is, there will  be an open lead of water, 

that will  eventually hit more ice, then when it hits, you cross it and there will  be another open lead and you wait again for it to hit the next set of ice, and do that over and over until  you reach the 

safe ice. This is what the this whaling crew had to do, they waited and crossed four times, before making it to safe ice. Whaling is challenging to begin with, but with our current ice conditions, it’s 

risky. But during this time we stil l  praise God that no one has gotten hurt or died during this whaling season. Right now, there are stil l  a couple of whaling crews that are stil l  waiting to catch a 

whale. Qinugan Roddy, LEO

B101 Desirae Roehl 10-Jun-13 Muldoon Rd. & Northern Lights Blvd 61° 11' 43"N -149° 44' 00"W Anchorage 1

Strange bug found in Anchorage (photo)

Anchorage, Alaska, June 10, 2013 (insect) My sister observed the insect on the porch at her house. It was dead. Numerous internet searches failed to reveal what type of bug it might be and it was 

the first time we've ever seen one that looked like this. We've never seen them before and want to make sure they aren't dangerous. Desirae Roehl, LEO

B102 Mike Brubaker 13-Jun-13 Near upper Rabbit Creek in Anchorage, AK 61° 05' 16"N -149° 45' 11"W Anchorage 1

High pollen and nose bleeds (photo)

Anchorage, Alaska, June 13, 2013 (air quality) I noticed a lot of pollen on the hood of my truck which has been parked all  week. In the evening my kids were throwing a stick for our dog, and when it 

hit a spruce trees, a cloud of yellow dust erupted from the branches. It seems to be a really big pollen year. We don't have a lot of pollen allergies in our family but over the past two days we have 

had a rash of nose bleeds including myself and both of my sons. I wonder if there is a connection with the pollen levels. We dont usually have nose bleeds in the spring or summer but we do have 

them when the air gets dry in the winter. We thought that the timing and number of nose bleeds effecting three members of the family was unusual. MIke Brubaker, LEO

B103 Oxcenia O'Domin 16-Jun-13 Monsen Park in King Salmon, AK 58° 41' 24"N -156° 39' 38"W King Salmon 1

Bald eagle observed with facial abnormality (photo)

King Salmon, Alaska, June 16, 2013 (bird) An eagle was spotted with large growth on its right eye. They were wondering what the growth on the Eagle could possibly be? Oxcenia O'Domin, LEO

B104 Mike Bradley 17-Jun-13 South and Central Alaska 58° 41' 24"N -156° 39' 38"W Fairbanks 1

Heat wave causes health concerns (photo)

Fairbanks area, Alaska, June 17, 2012 (weather) Special Weather Statement from the National Weather Service in Fairbanks: Heat wave continues across interior Alaska. Temperatures have 

reached into the 80s to near 90 across interior Alaska today, making this the hottest day so far this summer. These very hot conditions are expected to continue through Friday. The heat wave is 

being caused by blocking high pressure system in the upper atmosphere that will  remain parked over interior Alaska through Friday. This type of blocking high tends to remain for 7 to 10 days 

which is what this high is forecast to do. Some high temperatures so far today around the interior are: Mcgrath 90 (new record high) Fairbanks 88 Tanana 88 (new record high) Minchumina 88 Ft 

wainwright 88 Nenana 87 (new record high) Eagle 86 Delta Junction 84 (new record high) Healy 84 Bettles 82 Ft Yukon 82 Heat injury wouldn’t seem to be significant threat to us in Alaska. But 

because we are not used to heat Alaskans are at risk for heat injury. Heat stroke is the most serious heat injury and heat stroke can be fatal!! Basically the body’s heat control mechanism becomes 

overwhelmed and body temperature rises.  When body temperatures reaches 105 – 106 damage to the brain, heart, 

kidneys and muscles occurs. At this stage medical intervention is often not successful and the victim dies. Fortunately the single most important way to prevent heat stroke is 

drinking water. When I was in the military deployed to very hot climates people were forced to drink up to a pint of water every half hour. That got really old but it was better than 

baking your brain! Animals are also very much at risk. They should be kept in the shade and water should always be available. Extreme heat can have catastrophic impacts on the 

environment. Mike Bradley, LEO

B107 April Williams 18-Jun-13 4:49 PM Koyukuk, Alaska 64° 52' 47"N -157° 42' 31"W Koyukuk 1

Yukon River community:  over 110 degree temperatures 

Koyukuk, Alaska, June 18, 2013 (weather) So So Hot, in the direct sun thermometers are reading between 111 - 113 degrees farenheit!! It's been hot l ike this for a while. too hot to work outside, 

houses are too hot too use propane stoves, can't work on gardens or in the yard. April  Will iams, LEO

B108 Joe Pleasant 19-Jun-13 Bethel, Alaska 60° 46' 50"N -161° 50' 18"W Kwinhagak 1
Kuskokwim River community: extreme temperatures

Bethel, Alaska, June 19, 2013 (weather) It was extremely hot when I was in Bethel. It was cold last year.  Joe Pleasant, LEO

B109 Heather Dingman 21-Jun-13 Near Atqusuk 70° 28' 50"N -157° 25' 15"W Atqusuk 1

Unusual lightening event on the North Slope (photo)

Atqusuk, Alaska, June 26, 2013 (weather) There was a big l ightning storm last week (3rd week of June) and residents were amazed to see lightning actually arching down to the ground. Residents 

said they have had lightning twice this month, and the second event was followed by a tundra fire outside of Atqasuk. We are concerned about changes in the weather, safety concerns related to 

l ightening including infrastructure and risk from wildfires. Heather Dingman, LEO

B110 Heather Dingman 26-Jun-13 Barrow 71° 17' 44"N -156° 45' 59"W Barrow 1

Changing sea ice conditions cause havoc for whaling crew

Barrow Alaska, June 26, 2013, (ice, sea mammal) Ice conditions prevent whale harvesting due to consistent westerly winds pushed sea ice shoreward this spring creating a whaling season without 

open water and limited opportunity for the whaling crews to hunt. Also frustrating was the poor ice conditions which consisted of young ice that would not support a whale for butchering and 

transport, and made for risky travelling on the ice. A whale was finally caught on June 27, 2013 in Barrow, and the whale was butchered on land, as opposed to on the ice as usually done in the 

spring. We are concerned about a combination of unusual wind and ice conditions and the effect on spring whaling. Heather Dingman, LEO

C014 Nick David July 2013 Kongignak 00° 00' 00"N -000 00' 00"W Tuntutuliak 1

Unusual insect observed while cleaning flora

Kongignak, Alaska, July, 2013 (insect) Cauwa-kig (I wonder what it is?) A bright green bug that was found in a bundle of cetuguaqs (an edible plant) while the plants was being cleaned in a sink. 

This insect was wet and dried itself off. It was crawling around on his hands tickling. Then it flew away. It was so green and its antennae moved around sensing, and its wing flapped trying to dry 

off. I tried taking a snapshot of its face but I think this will  do. We are curious what this bug is. Has it always been here and we are seeing it for the first time, or is it new? Nick David, Jr., LEO

B111 Jolene Auliye 08-Jul-13 3:00 PM Shaktoolik River 64° 21' 20"N -161° 11' 29"W Shaktoolik 1

Low river level raise concerns (photo)

Shaktoolik, Alaska, July 8, 2013 (river) My fiance and i went up the river with our kids to check.the fish net and he noticed that the river was shallower then usual. He noticed that there was a 

sandbar that never use to be there. It was hard to find a channel to go through since the river was so shallow.  We depend on the river for a wide variety of subsistance activities. Jolene Auliye, LEO

B112 Mike Brubaker 09-Jul-13 Jakolof Bay Road 59° 24' 53"N -151° 27' 38"W Seldovia 1

Road washout may signal end of an era (photo)

Jakolof River (near Seldovia) July 9, 2013 (erosion) The scenic road to the old Red Mountain Chromium Mine was built in the 1940s and although the mine is now closed, it has been painstakingly 

maintained by Seldovia residents and has served for years as an important connection for the people of Seldovia, Jakolof Bay, and the region for recreation, logging, fishing and access to 

important hunting and harvest areas. There were extreme rain events in September of 2012 that caused landslides, erosion and ultimately blockage of a culvert over Jakolof Creek. The flooding that 

resulted washed out the road and extension repair work has been on-going to restore the lower sections of the road just past Jakolof Bay. I heard that the road had washed out and went by bicycle 

to take a look. I was amazed to see the devastation that has occurred since last fall. The upper road is now completely washed out in several areas, eroded and impassable. This event makes the 

Red Mountain area as well as Rocky River, the trail  head to transect across to Chugach Islands region of the Gulf of Alaska, inaccessible by vehicles. It results in the lost vehicle access to an area 

that was frequently used by people in the area. Unless someway is found to restore the road, 

the damage to the road may mark the end of an era as far as vehicle access to this area. Mike Brubaker, LEO

B113 Mike Brubaker 11-Jul-13 6:00 PM
Tuka Bay primarily & Jakolof Bay in Southcentral 

Alaska
59° 28' 45"N -151° 30' 17"W Seldovia 1 1 1

Red phytoplankton bloom in Kachemak Bay (photo)

Tutka Bay & Jakolof Bay (near Seldovia), Alaska July 11, 2013 (coast, algae, shellfish) I was traveling by boat to in Tutka Bay on Wednesday evening and I notice a red hue to the water in some 

areas, mostly near the overhead power line. This has happened in Tutka Bay in the past. An article in the Homer Tribune in August 2011 described similar conditions which turned out to be a non 

toxic algae. We are concerned about red tides as an indicator of environmental change and because of the possibil ity that the shellfish may be toxic. We do not eat shellfish here in the summer, 

but other people do. Mike Brubaker, LEO

B114 Maija Lukin 11-Jul-13 Kotzebue, AK 66° 53' 50"N -162° 36' 00"W Kotzebue 1

Unusual insect observed above Arctic Circle (photo)

Kotzebue, Alaska, July 11, 2013 (insect) Some insects that we have never seen here in town have been walking around. According to the observers, they crawl l ike spiders and their pincers open and 

close while walking. Insects that we have never seen are a threat to the ecosystem that we have here. We don't need new insects arriving and eating anything except mosquitoes! Maija Lukin, LEO

B115 Mike Bradley 12-Jul-13 South and Central Alaska 61° 10' 57"N -149° 48' 25"W Anchorage 1

High numbers of mosquitoes

South Central, Interior, Alaska, July 12, 2013 (insect) Mosquito populations are way up in South-central Alaska this year. Extremely high numbers are also reported from interior Alaska. Several 

factors have contributed to the high numbers. Abnormally high precipitation last fall  followed by insulating snow created ideal conditions for over wintering. Nearly double the amount of 

precipitation in April  and May also favored high mosquito numbers. Thirty five species of mosquito have been identified in Alaska. Some of the impacts of this infestation are obvious, others not 

so much. The nuisance factor is most obvious but increases in blood sucking and biting insect populations have other affects also. A feasting mosquito comes away with about a fifth of a drop of 

blood. Multiply this times thousands and you can appreciate the effect this can have on birds and animals that don’t have the luxury of buying deet at Fred Meyer. This can be a real stress on birds 

and animals. Mosquitos also transmit diseases. Avian malaria, a parasitic disease transmitted by mosquitos, has now been found in Alaska. Other viruses that can cause encephalitis are also 

carried by Alaska mosquitoes. High numbers of mosquitoes can result in a greater prevalence 

of these diseases. Some mosquito – borne diseases can also be transmitted to humans. The most common of these in North America is West Nile virus. A decade ago it had spread 

as far north as Southern Canada but has not moved farther. Mike Bradley, LEO

B116 Richard Alstrom 21-Jul-13 St. Mary's 62° 02' 43"N -163° 13' 07"W St. Mary's 1

Unusual moth observed in the Y-K Region (photo)

St. Mary's, Alaska, July 21, 2013 (insect) Moth not seen or noticed before by me or those that were with me at the time. Closest match found on the internet is the "tiger moth" (Arctia Caja). 

According to "bugguide.net", if this is a tiger moth, its range has been moving away from the south and towards the north with climate change as a possible factor. Richard Alstrom, LEO

B117 Ron Loftfield 22-Jul-13 Six Mile Lake-Nondalton, Alaska 59° 58' 01"N -154° 51' 06"W Nondalton 1

Hot weather raises heat illness concerns (photo)

Nondalton, Alaska, July 22, 2013 (weather) There has been alot of hot weather this summer. Some weeks have had temperatures in the upper 70s and 80s. This raises concerns for potential heat 

i l lness. Warm homes can effect entire families but there are special risk groups we are worrying about. Pets are sometimes in yards without shade and can easily become overheated without 

enough water. Parents of small children and infants are challenged to provide protection from sun and insects without overheating. There is also a concern for heat i l lness as people are working 

outside, in the sun, in their smoke houses, etc. We are concerned about education and adaptation for people learning how to stay cool. We are concerned about education and adaptation for 

people learning how to stay cool and healthy in hot weather. Ron Loftfield, LEO

B119 Susan Clark 23-Jul-13 3:00 PM Our tribal office 66° 35' 49"N -160° 00' 49"W Selawik 1

Two unusual bugs in Northwest Arctic (photo)

Selawik, Alaska, July 23, 2013 (insect) We have no clue on how or where these bugs came from and would like to know where, when and how these insects came to our Village. Do they bite/sting or 

will  they feast in wood, such as our homes, and public buildings. Susan Clark, LEO

B120 Charlotte Balluta 24-Jul-13 In the swamp areas around Six Mile Lake 59° 58' 01"N -154° 51' 06"W Nondolton 1

More salmon berries than usual (photo)

Nondalton, Alaska, July 24, 2013 (community food) We are getting more salmon berries than usual. It is good to have salmon berries because we very rarely get them, and when we do it is a treat 

for everybody. We use these berries to make Nevgie (ni-va-gee) which is berries mixed with Crisco and sugar. I think it is because we had warm hot weather early this year. Charlotte Balluta, LEO

B121 Mike Brubaker 25-Jul-13 12:00 PM Along the road to the airport 59° 06' 37"N -156° 51' 31"W Levelock 1

Invasive weeds (?) in a Kvichak River community (photo)

Levelock, Alaska, July 25, 2013 (plants) We found alot of yellow flowers along the road from the airport to town in Levelock. One kind looks l ike a member of the sunflower family, maybe a 

hawkweek and we are wondering if this is an invasive. We also found a flowering plant that looks l ike a dandilion. We are wondering if these are invasive weeds and if so what should be done to 

manage the plants. Some invasives are harmful to grazing wildlife and displace native plants. If there are beneficial uses that would also be good to know. Mike Brubaker, LEO

B122 Sharon Kozevinkoff

(filled out by MYB)
26-Jul-13 Swimming place 61° 47' 08"N -161° 20' 03"W Russian Mission 1 1

Unusual invertebrate at swimming place (photo)

Russian Mission, July 26, 2013 (invertebrate) This was found in our swimming place yesterday I think. The girl  that took the picture said there's hundreds more by the shore line. People are 

concerned and wanna know what this is. If you have any info. please let us know ASAP so I can let everyone know. All  freakin' out. Sharon Kozevnikoff, LEO

B123 Maija Lukin 05-Aug-13 7:00 PM Mid-Town Kotzebue 66° 53' 50"N -162° 35' 08"W Kotzebue 1

Unusual insect observed in the NW community (photo)

Kotzebue, Alaska, August 5, 2013 (insect) This morning my co-worker came to me and said that she had taken photos of a strange, large beetle from the parking lot area of Maniilaq housing. 

(Photos Attached). She stated that it "fell  from the sky" onto her vehicle and when it flew, it made clicking noise. She took two photos of it, one near an ice scraper for size comparison. Our other co-

worker stated that while he was cutting willows south of Kotzebue he saw several that were much bigger than this. Invasive insects in our community need to be monitored. We have never seen 

these beetles before, and we don't know what they eat (it could be berries, or insects). When new insects are introduced into an ecosystem, it throws it off. We don't want to see the impact huge 

flying beetles have on our land. Maija Lukin, LEO

B124 Victoria Kotongan 06-Aug-13 Country around Unalakleet 63° 52' 44"N -160° 47' 23"W Unalakleet 1

This is the year for salmon berries (photo)

Unalakleet, Alaska, August 6, 2013 (berries) This is a year of the salmonberry! They're very plentiful and big. People are able to pick a lot. The past couple of years there haven't been a lot to pick. 

The blueberries are looking really good and plentiful this year as well. Berries are part of our food. It's part of our culture and lifestyle. Not to mention they're delicious! Victoria Kotongan, LEO

B125 Elizabeth Alstrom 08-Aug-13 12:00 PM On bike trail  along Tudor Rd near the ANTHC campus 61° 10' 50"N -149° 48' 19"W Anchorage 1

Caterpiller of interest (photo)

Anchorage, Alaska, August 8, 2013 (insect) Marilyn Neck was walking along the bike trail  and she saw this unusual looking caterpillar on a leaf as shown in the picture. It was about 1 1/2 inches 

in length. It has strange looking skin wrapping segments around it and it also has interesting eye markings. You can see where it has been nibbling on the leaves and we wonder what kind of 

catepillar it is and whether it is a problem species for the trees. Elizabeth Alstrom, LEO

B126 Amos Brown 08-Aug-13 Vicinity of White Mountain 64° 40' 51"N -163° 24' 24"W White Mountain 1

Spruce beetles on the rise (photo)

White Mountain, August 8, 2013 (trees) There are a lot more dead trees from spruce bark beetles. Dried trees for firewood used to be about 7 mile away now we can get trees for firewood 1/2 mile 

away and there are a lot more dead trees. This is important because we value our trees that are here and we are worried about a forest fire that may burn a lot of acres. Amos Brown, LEO

B127 Toby Anungazuk Jr. 09-Aug-13 Kitchavik River north of Golovin 64° 32' 41"N -163° 01' 39"W Golovin 1

Muddy river raises salmon concerns (photo)

Kitchavik, near Golovin, Alaska. August 9, 2013 (river, salmon) The permafrost is thawing on the river banks and has caused a lot of erosion since about 2007. The bank has collapsed causing the 

channel to be blocked with dirt and small islands of plants. The water is much dirtier then it usually is. It used to be clear and you could see the fish. In 2007 the water was usually the color of tea. 

Now it is more often like coffee. The salmon is late coming into the river this year. There are also fewer salmon. I am wondering if they are waiting for the water to clear before they come into the 

river. We are monitoring river conditions using a Hobo logger so hopefully we will  have good data soon. We are also concerned about the water used by camps for drinking and by people who haul 

water from the river for their home use. There are a lot more big willow now in the river and also a lot more beaver. Toby Anungazuk Jr.,LEO

B128 Bambi Alexie 11-Aug-13 6:30 PM In town 62° 02' 08"N -163° 15' 39"W Pitka's Point 1

Beetle observed in Y-K community (photo)

Pitkas Point, Alaska, August 11, 2013 (insect) I had ran into this l ittle insect right outside my moms house on one of the posts. I have researched it, and it's a, Monochamus and is a genus of 

longhorn beetles found throughout the world. This is the first time I've ever seen one. I thought it was strange, because I've never seen one before. Bambi Alexie, LEO

B129 Brian Holter Jr 12-Aug-13 7:33 PM Hydaburg River 55° 12' 17"N -132° 49' 15"W Hydaburg 1
Unusual growth observed in salmon tissue

Hydaburg, Alaska, August 12, 2013 (fish) Strange growths in the flesh or meat of the salmon. This is not the only salmon found with these growths, there are many. Brian Holter Jr, LEO

B130 Becky Savo

[filled out by mpt]
19-Aug-13 8:00 AM Naknek, AK 58° 44' 23"N -156° 58' 18"W Naknek 1

Unknown caterpiller observed in alder leaf

Naknek, Alaska, August 19, 2013 (plant) Something is nesting in alder leaves, causing them to curl and eating foliage. Have not seen this before not a caterpiller seen with this, but weblike nest 

inside leaf curl. It takes along time for trees to reach any height or maturity in our coastal environment. Don't want a die off. Posted by MYB for Becky Savo, NNVC 

B131 Edna Jackson 20-Aug-13 7:00 PM 56°  58’ N latitude and 133°  56’ W longitude Kake, 

Alaska on Kupreanof Island in Southeast Alaska
56° 58' 15"N -133° 56' 02"W Kake 1

Tree full of caterpillars in yard (photo)

Kake, Alaska, August 20, 2013, (insect) My nephew texted me that one of the trees in his yard was full  of caterpillars. We found out via the internet that they are spotted Tussock Moths. They are not 

indigenous to this area. They like the trees with smaller leaves such as alder and willow. Edna Jackson, LEO

B132 Linda Stotts 03-Sep-13 6:10 PM 2 miles below Kiana on the Kobuk River 66° 58' 18"N -160° 25' 49"W Kiana 1

An abundance of berries being harvested (photo)

Kiana, Alaska, September 3, 2013 (plants) Abundance of berries! Because it is important to gather our traditional food for the long winter to come. To eat healthy food that are not processed. 

Berries have a lot of antioxidants and I've read that they fight off cancer. Linda Stotts, LEO

B133
Linda Stotts for

Dale Stotts: posted by 

MYB

05-Sep-13 Kivalina-Red Dog area 66° 58' 18"N -160° 25' 49"W Kiana 1

Caribou arrival delayed in NW Region

Kiana, Alaska, September 5, 2013 (land animal) Caribou are stil l  moving from the east (Kivalina-Red Dog area), through the Squirrel River valley and finally to reach the Kobuk. Generally by Labor 

Day weekend hunters are coming home having successfully hunted further up river, but not this year. We are all  exercising patience, acknowledging the lateness and some folks even concerned 

that the herds need to appear before rutting season. They will. It shouldn't be much longer. Dale Stotts with Linda Stotts, LEO

B134 Mike Brubaker 08-Sep-13 12:00 PM Anchorage 61° 13' 00"N -149° 54' 00"W Anchorage 1

Great year for the mushroom and other fungi

Anchorage, Alaska, September 8, 2013 (plants) A great year for fall  mushrooms and toadstools. According to weather underground, the weather station at Merril l  Field in Anchorage it rained all  but 

seven days in August delivering over 3 inches of rain, over twice the average. It has also rained almost every day in September so we can safetly say that the conditions are quite wet. This has 

resulted in a bumper crop of fungus and more then I ever remember seeing around our home. We like the fungus but the weather has been touch for traveling, construction, tourism and so forth. 

High water is not the best for fishing and there has been flood several flood warnings. I think after a terrific summer of sun, moral was pretty high generally in Anchorage, but the month of rain has 

got everyones mood pretty soggy. Mike Brubaker, LEO

C013 Brian Holter 09-Sep-13 Blackbear Mountain 55° 33' 18"N -133 05' 52"W Klawock 1 1

Low snow melt may have contributed to fish kill

Klawock, Alaska, September 9, 2013 (mountain, fish) It was an unusually dry summer this year. There was no rain. This on top of not much snow fall  last year resulted in very dry conditions. 

Blackbear Mountain near Kluwock had no snow left by the end of the summer. Usually we always have some snow on the mountain. As result these was not enough water (or apparently enough 

oxygen) and this resulted in a die off we think of salmon on the Klawock River. A lot of salmon were pil ing up below the weir but the water was really low and conditions resulted in this die off.  It 

was estimated that upwards of 40,000 coho, chums and pinks died before they were able to spawn. I think the long term effect will  be that the return salmon run in 4 to 5 years may be significantly 

lower. It will  affect our community in a number of ways, subsistence and economically.  Location – about a mile and a half up river from the mouth. Brian Holter, LEO

B135 Qinugan Roddy 11-Sep-13 Barrow area 71° 17' 44"N -156° 45' 59"W Barrow 1

Weather effect on caribou, migration and season

Barrow, Alaska, September 11, 2013 (caribou) Up here, from what I hear and have experienced this summer, is that because it was raining so much there were so many mosquitoes that a lot of the 

tuttu (caribou) were staying near the ocean for relief. Our berries were early this year due to such a rainy summer. Some people started picking in July, when usually it’s August or mid-August. 

Quinugan Roddy, LEO

B136 Jodee Anderson 11-Sep-13 Chignik Lagoon 56° 18' 27"N -158° 32' 06"W Chignik Lagoon 1

Potentially poisonous spider observed in post office

Chignik Lagoon, Alaska, September 11, 2013 (insect) I was working at the Chignik Lagoon Post Office on Wednesday September 11th and I seen a spider that I have never seen here in Chignik. I 

called the Post Master and told her about it so her and her husband came to see what it was. They both have never seen that kind of spider here either. They took it around town to see if they could 

find out what it was, but no one know what kind of spider it was. After work I went home with the creepy crawlies and decided to google spiders and found out that it was a Hobo Spider and is 

number seven on the top ten most deadliest spiders. I was not able to take a picture because I didn't have my camera or cell  phone. But found a picture that looks exactly l ike the spider that I seen. 

We don't have any kind of insects l ike that and I think that everyone should pay attention to their mail who knows what else can be tagging along with the package. Jodee Anderson, LEO

B137 Richard Kuzuguk 13-Sep-13 Outside of the City Building 66° 15' 20"N -166° 04' 20"W Shishmaref 1

Rare bird sighting in the Northwest Region

Shishmaref, Alaska, September 13, 2013 (birds) On my way home for a lunch break, I noticed a different type fo bird that I have never seen before. I ran home, got my camera to document the 

sighting.  I took photos of this bird within Shishmaref.  I took the pictures to our local school teacher and bird watcher, Mr. Stenek who identified it as a Mourning Dove. It was pretty awesome to 

see and document this rare sighting. Richard Kuzuguk, LEO

B138 Christina Salmon 14-Sep-13 3:00 PM Igiugig 59° 19' 49"N -155° 54' 29"W Igiugig 1

Fish kill - thousands of sticklebacks Igiugig

Grants Lagoon, shore of Lake Il iamna, near Igiugig Alaska, September 14, 2013 (fish) Several hundred thousand (didn't actually count them) dead nine-spine stickle backs along with many more live 

ones in a small dead-end tributary from the lagoon to Il iamna Lake. A dozen or more dead sucker fish as well as some live ones in the same stretch. The lagoons are an important subsistence 

resource to our community as we often fish pike in the lagoons. We assume that the stickle backs and sucker fish are important food sources for the resident pike. Posted by Christina Salmon, LEO

B139 Michelle Snowball

Aida Cheemuk
24-Sep-13 1:00 PM St. Michael Russian Garden Bluff 63° 28' 81"N -162° 02' 10"W St. Michael 1

Norton Sound community observes bluff erosion

St. Michael, Alaska, September 24, 2013 (coast) The IGAP Staff took Mike Burbaker out riding around St. Michael's coast to look at eroded bluffs. We came along new areas of erosion along the St. 

Michael Russian Garden Bluff area. It is important to document this because St. Michael Island is getting smaller due to land eroding along our coast. Compared to 50 years back, our Island was 

higher and had more land. Michelle Snowball & Aida Cheemuk, LEOs

C012 Jennie Knopp 24-Sep-13 Inuvik Mike Zubko Airport 68° 18' 15.44"N -133 28' 8.08"W Inuvik, CA 1

Sink hole damages Inuvik Mike Zubko Airport

Inuvik, NWT. September 24, 2013 (permafrost, infrastructure). A sinkhole was found in the runway of the Inuvik Mike Zubko Airport on Tuesday September 24th, 2013. Inuvik is serviced by jets 

seven days a week. Before emergency repairs could be made, airl ines had to switch to aircrafts that could land on a shortened runway. The runway, built in 1958, is overtop of permafrost and 

frozen soils. “The airfield was designed by Transport Canada to prevent or minimize thawing or the underlying frozen ground and consists of thick embankment of rock fi l l  placed on the 

undisturbed ground surface.” (see NRCC Design Report). It is believed that warmer temperatures in the region caused the permafrost to melt in this location. The runway has now been fixed. Jennie 

Knopp, LEO

B140 Sam Kunaknana 13-Oct-13 12:00 PM Colvil le River by Itqil l iqpaa 70° 13' 09"N -150° 59' 75"W Nuiqsut 1

Skin illness on white fish raise concerns

Nuiqsut, Alaska, October 13, 2013 (fish) For past week been catching sick fish on Nigliq Channel and today upstream from Nigliq Channel to the Colvil le River.  In all  the years I've been fishing I 

never caught any fish l ike this. Caught 3 more sick fish with same markings and this time one had some kind of growth coming out from its mouth on October 14, 2013. Most people in our 

community eat this fish. Sam Kunaknana, LEO

B141 Judith Daniels 15-Oct-13 1:01 PM Elim  64° 37' 08"N -162° 15' 62"W Elim 1

Persistence rains cause food preservation challenges

Elim, Alaska, October 15, 2013 (weather) A long period of rainy weather has made dried subsistence winter food storage vulnerable such as, beluga meat, fish, etc. Too much rain not dry enough to 

dehydrate meat. So I have to go to step B, either freeze the meat until  it quits raining and hang them back on my drying rack, or use a dehydrator to dry the meat. This beluga meat is one of the 

staples my family eats to sustain us through the long cold winter months.  Judith Daniels, LEO

B142 Joseph Pleasant 15-Oct-13 11:00 AM Quinhagak, Alaska Coast 59° 44' 96"N -161° 54' 94"W Quinhagak 1 1

Increased coastal erosion due to storm activitiy

Quinhagak, Alaska, October 15, 2013 (erosion-coast) When ever we have a storm event occur in the past, and into future, the eastern coastal part of Norton Sound is eroding along shoreline and is 

threating the sewage lagoon located just above the bluff that supports our vil lage solid waste system. Joseph Pleasant, LEO

B143 Sharon F. Nayokpuk 17-Oct-13 9:30 AM Shishmaref 66° 15' 31"N -166° 04' 07"W Shishmaref 1

No ice fishing yet due to late freeze-up

Shishmaref, Alaska, October 17, 2013 (weather) The lagoon is usually frozen by now and traveling to Serpentine River by Sno-machine to fish for Tom-Cods, Grayling & Herring. The lagoon & rivers 

are NOT frozen and we are stil l  boating. With the warm weather it feels more like spring then fall  with puddles all  over town. Sharon Nayokpuk, LEO

B144 Sharon F. Nayokpuk 19-Oct-13 Mouth of the Serpentine River 66° 09' 43"N -165° 34' 08"W Shishmaref 1

Hairless seal near Shishmaref

Shishmaref Alaska. October 19, 2013 (seals, subsistence). My friend and her husband shot a seal at the mouth of Serpentine River on Saturday Oct. 19th as they were pulling it in the boat they 

notice it was a hairless seal, she didn't have anything to take a picture with. Just to let you know we all  sti l l  have sick seals here! Sharon Nayokpuk LEO

B145 Joseph Pleasant 22-Oct-13 1:00 PM Qinhagak old airport road 59° 44' 56"N -161° 54' 57"W Kwinhagak 1

Sinkhole appears along road in the Y-K region

Quinhagak, Alaska, October 22, 2013 (weather) This fall  we've had constant rain thats been flooding the Kanektok River and causing erosion, such as this sinkhole along  the old airport road that 

has been there since early 1960's. The erosion could also go towards the vil lage and potentially cause danger to some homes. Joseph Pleasant, LEO

B146 Victoria Kotongan 23-Oct-13 Norton Sound off the coast of Unalakleet 63° 52' 38"N -160°47' 28"W Unalakleet 1

Increased mussle roe observed in Bering Strait region

Unalakleet, Alaska, October 23, 2013 (shellfish) We in Unalakleet and Norton Sound have seen an incredible increase of mussel roe and slime sticking to our salmon and crab gear making for 

lower success rates being that the gear is so visible. Our Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ) Program biologist has confirmed that it is mussel roe that sticks to our gear and if 

left alone for a couple of weeks grows quickly in size. We've seen this getting worse every year frustrating fishermen. Observation by  Steve Ivanoff. Victoria Kotongan, LEO

B147 Jolene Auliye 24-Oct-13 10:00 AM Shaktoolik  64° 20' 02"N -161° 09' 14"W Shaktoolik 1

Subsistence gathering and unusual weather changes

Shaktool ik, Alaska, October 24, 2013 (weather) It has  been usual ly "warm" during the october month. The geese are fina l ly descending southward. Many community members  were surprised their 

chi ldren were s ti l l  hunting geese during mid october. We a lso noticed that the ice has  not froze on the river yet, which i s  unusual , because people would be ice fi shing for tom cods  by now. Jolene 

Aul iye, LEO

B148 Mike Brubaker 31-Oct-13 5:30 PM Alaska Native Medical Center in ANCH 61° 11' 00"N -149° 48' 13"W Anchorage 1

A warm and wet Halloween

Anchorage, Alaska, October 31, 2013 (extreme temperature, weather) Anchorage is having the warmest October on record with an average temperature of 43 degrees. That will  beat the record set in 

1936 and residents are remarking on the novelty of having green grass and rain on Halloween. The geese and ducks are stil l  swimming in the little lake at the Alaska Native Medical Center. All  the 

leaves have fallen off the trees so we are definetely ready for snow and everyone one is looking at the mountains wondering when the snow line will  drop. There has been some good skiing at 

Hatcher Pass over the past couple of weeks, but it was so warm this week that rain was fall ing all  the way up to the chalet. It will  be definetely be warm and wet for trick or treating. Anchorage 

residents wonder if this is just more weird coastal weather or an indication of a lasting change in the timing of the winter season. Snow sports opportunities are among the top reasons why 

Anchorites loves the winters here. Mike Brubaker, LEO

B149 Brian Holter 01-Nov-13 Craig Tribal Association 55° 07' 34"N -131° 35' 40"W Metlakatla 1 1

Shrimp (krill?) die-off visible on Annette Island

Metlakatla, Alaska, Novermber 1, 2013 (shellfish, invertebrate) There was a large shrimp die-off creating a berm of dead shrimp all  along the shore in Metlakatla. This is very unusual and the 

reason for the die-off is a mystery. People in Metlakatla depend on the shrimp fishery for subsistence, and wonder about the cause of this die-off. The area of dead shrimp extended for about 75 

yards along the beach. We are wondering if Saxman or other communities had die-offs l ike this. Brian Holter, LEO

B150 April O. Williams 01-Nov-13 Koyukuk Tribal Council 64° 52' 46"N -157° 42' 13"W Koyukuk 1

Unusually warm weather; boats are still on the river

Koyukuk, Alaska, November 1, 2013 (river) People stil l  have there boats in the river due to unusually warm weather. People drove to the next community downriver to Nulato, which is 18 miles 

south of Koyukuk on the Yukon River. They went down for a funeral. We are expecting the last boat to come back today. River freeze up is getting later and later each year, people don't know when to 

expect the river to freeze-up anymore. April  Will iams, LEO

B151 Charlotte Balluta 03-Nov-13 Nondalton Tribal Council 59° 58' 05"N -154° 51' 14"W Nondalton 1 1

Time lapse shows delayed winter in Nondalton

Nondalton Alaska, November 3, 2013. (seasons, lake). This is a time lapse video of the shoreline along Six Mile Lake in Nondalton Alaska. [image/video] The video includes one image taken per day 

at 2:00 PM with a time lapse camera set up by the LEO Network. This is part of the Community Camera Project. Local LEOs managing the camera are Ron Loftfield and Charlotte Balluta. The video 

shows the consistent high water that occurred in August and September in Six Mile Lake. Usually the water will  gradually drop in the fall  and it should be way down by September. This year it has 

remained high because of all  the rain. Another important observation is snowfall. The first snow on the mountains arrived about October 1st. But then it was gone a day later. We should have first 

snow in October and then it should stay. Usually we have tons of snow in Nondalton by Halloween. This year we had none. Freeze up of the lake has also been delayed. We should have freeze up by 

early November. There is sti l l  no ice. Charlotte Balluta, LEO 

B152 Toby Anungazuk Jr.

(by Mike Brubaker, LEO)
04-Nov-13 Chinik Eskimo Community 64° 32' 39"N -163° 02' 25"W Golovin 1

Thin ice makes for hazardous ice fishing

Golovin, Alaska, November 4, 2013 (ice) Went out ice fishing at the Kitch for the last two days. Anyone (weighing) over 150 lbs was making the ice creak. I won't go on it until  we have another cold 

night - on some nights our nights are warmer than a cold day, it has been like that for the three or so falls. Like everywhere else, we have had a very wet October. On Friday when we got back we had 

a lot of lagoon ice drifting around, it looks l ike it is mostly water again. Toby Anungazuk, Jr., LEO

B153 Nancy Yeaton 06-Nov-13 Nanwalek IRA Council 59° 21' 18"N -151° 55' 24"W Nanwalek 1

Dead seabirds at English Bay

Nanwalek, Alaska, November 6, 2013 (bird) Dead murre washed up on tideline on Nanwalek Beach. We are finding these on the tide lines of Nanwalek beach, I found two this summer and just a 

couple of days ago a community member found one. He thought it was a Murre. Though he felt this was common to find dead Murres on the tide lines. Uncertainty because of the recent die-off of 

sea birds in the Chukchi Sea. Nancy Yeaton, LEO

B154 Bruce Wright 07-Nov-13 Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association 55° 03' 47"N -162° 19' 28"W King Cove 1 1

PSP levels on the rise in Aleutian shellfish

King Cove, Alaska. November 7, 2013 (shellfish, invertebrates, algae) The paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP) results for the King Cove Lagoon, Alaska (butter clams collected 10/22/2013) had PSP 

toxin levels of 108 micrograms/100 grams which exceeds the FDA limit of 80 micrograms/100 grams. See the data on the attached graph or the web page http://environmentalaska.us/paralytic-

shellfish-poisoning-in-alaska.html. PSP levels will  l ikely be different in adjacent beaches and will  change with time. Littleneck clams usually do not reach as high of toxicity levels as butter clams 

and littleneck clam toxicity levels usually drop off quicker than butter clams. If you harvest/consume clams from Alaska beaches you should become familiar with all  the clam species. Extreme 

caution should be taken when consuming any clams, scallops and mussels from Alaska’s beaches. Shellfish harvesters should be advised that paralytic shellfish poisoning (PSP) is a serious 

health risk when consuming personally harvested shellfish. Crabs feeding on toxic mussels, clams or fish (sand lance) can accumulate PSP toxin in their digestive system, so I recommend that 

before cooking, remove the back shell of the crab and clean out all  the dark soft tissues that comprise 

the digestive system and crab butter. Shellfish sold at wholesale and retail  markets require PSP testing and are considered safe for human consumption. I have recently discovered that forage fish 

(capelin, herring and sand lance) may feed on the PSP producing algae and become toxic too. I recommend not eating dead or sick looking forage fish found on Alaska beaches and report these 

events to me. I will  be investigating forage fish toxicity by PSP in 2013-2014. The samples for this project are all  analyzed by the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation using approved 

analytical methods. Note that the FDA limit for PSP is 80 micrograms/100 grams, the red line on the attached graph. The data collection for this project will  continue to Fall  2014. Data tables are at 

http://environmentalaska.us/paralytic-shellfish-poisoning-in-alaska.html. Past and current funding for the PSP project provided by Alaska Recreational Shellfish Pilot Program, Region 10 U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (IGAP), North Pacific Research Board, NOAA Monitoring and Event Response for Harmful Algal Blooms (MERHAB) Research Program and the Aleutian Pribilof 

Islands Association. Bruce Wright, LEO

B155 Victoria Kotongan 10-Nov-13 Native Village of Unalakleet 63° 52' 26"N -160° 47' 40"W Unalakleet 1

Broad impact from storms in Norton Sound community

Unalakleet, Alaska, November 10, 2013 (storm, weather) had a series of three storms starting 11/10/2013. The first storm was the biggest and had the most flooding and erosion. Water and power 

lines were damaged. There was no sea ice and the flooding and warm front broke up the river ice. The storms caused erosion, power line damage, and continuing damage to our already impared 

waterline all  adversely affect our community. Victoria Kotongan, LEO

B156 Jolene Auliye 10-Nov-13 9:00 PM Native Village of Shaktoolik 64° 21' 29"N -161° 12' 05"W Shaktoolik 1

Storm impacts Norton Sound community

Shaktoolik, Alaska, November 10, 2013 (weather) Shaktoolik was one of the vil lages that was on flood watch. The wood pile on the ocean side nearly hit the houses. There was more erosion 

towards the old vil lage with water level very high some community members were evacuated to the school. Shaktoolik l ies between the Shaktoolik River and Bering Sea, surrounding our vil lage on 

both side with fresh and salt water. Jolene Auliye, LEO

B157 Karis Porcincula 19-Nov-13 Qagan Tyagungin Tribe 55° 19' 12"N -160° 31' 29"W Sand Point 1

Unusual year for PSP levels in shellfish

Sand Point, Alaska, November 19, 2013 (shellfish) This year for Sand Point, the PSP has been unusual. A usual year for Sand Point has good clam harvest from September to May. This year it has 

been different. In March the levels reached a high of 107 micrograms and then in April  the levels went back down to 59 micrograms. Then its normal until  July when they drop down below the FDA 

limit, which usually doesn't happen until  September, but then when it dropped down to 19.2 micrograms in August we were unsure. There haven't been levels that low that I know of. The levels are 

testing regular now, but I thought I would share the unusual Butter Clam PSP results for Sand Point. The Community of Sand Point harvests Butter Clams when possible, usually every season except 

for summer. This year the community was uneasy about the unusual harvesting season. Karis Porcincula, LEO

B158 Mike Brubaker 20-Nov-13 Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 63° 35' 54"N -171° 02' 21"W St. Lawrence 

Island
1

Avian cholera - seabird die-off on St. Lawrence Island

St. Lawrence Island Alaska, November 20, 2013 (avian, bird) Reports were received that hundreds of birds washed up on the shores of St. Lawrence Island. Dead birds and some sick birds were 

viewed in the vicinity of the communities of Gambell and Savoonga, including crested auklets, Northern fulmar and thick-billed murres. The event was reported in a story by Alaska Public Media 

and by Alaska Dispatch. Mike Brubaker, LEO

B159 Joseph Pleasant 07-Dec-13 12:00 PM Native Village of Kwinhagak 59° 44' 96"N -161° 54' 94"W Quinhagak 1

Unseasonal warm December weather

Quinhagak, Alaska, December 7, 2013 (weather) Warmer weather than usual this year, we had some snow, but it melted making the ground soft again, and the Kanektok River is sti l l  open.  Joe 

Pleasant, LEO

B160 Oxcenia O'Domin 09-Dec-13 Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 56° 55' 25"N -158° 40' 44"W Port Heiden 1

Unusually warm weather on the Alaska Peninsula

Port Heiden, Alaska, December 9, 2013 (weather) Warm weather than usual this year temperature was in the upper 40s and no snow. Oxcenia O'Dimon, LEO posted for Barbara O'Dimon

B161 Judith Daniels 19-Dec-13 Native Village of Elim 64° 37' 08"N -162° 15' 62"W Elim 1

Strong bitter north wind blew out the ice

Elim, Alaska, December 19, 2013 (ice) This time of the year local hunters, crabbers etc. would already have their crab pots soaking in the ocean. As of today the bitter cold wind blew out the ice. 

This makes the crabbing on hold again. Preventing crabbers, hunters to harvest subsistence seafoods. Judith Daniels, LEO

B162 Linda Anderson 26-Dec-13 6:06 PM Tribal Environmental Office of Port Heiden AK 56° 55' 25"N -158° 40' 44"W Port Heiden 1

Dead walrus observed on iceless shoreline

Port Heiden, Alaska, December 26, 2013 (seals ,marine mammals) While doing an observation for coastal erosion and weather condition, we ran into a dead walrus on the beach. Did the animal 

die of nature causes or was there something else that may have contributed to its death. Linda Anderson, LEO
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