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25 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Dec. 21, 1988

Snow was piling up in “oodles
and gobs” Tuesday morning at the
Mt. Shasta Ski Park, according to
information director Tim Larive.
By noon, it was piling up at a rate
of one inch per hour. Eleven of the
15 runs are now open.

Kim Purdy of McCloud won
the Christmas raffle sponsored by
the McCloud Women’s Service
Club. She received a cedar chest
filled with linens, homemade
items, champagne and Christmas
decorations. Proceeds from the
raffle will be used to provide two
scholarships for McCloud gradu-
ating seniors. 

WEED, Dec. 21, 1988
Frank Earhart’s house at the

corner of Liberty and Mill is all
aglow in a spectacular holiday dis-
play that features a star, reindeer,
Santa and a Merry Christmas sign.
Earhart’s work won first place in
the Weed Light-Up contest.

Original members of the Weed
Historic Lumbertown Museum
Board of Directors got together to
have their pictures taken for the
museum archives. Formed in April
1984, the founding members are
Roger Zwanziger, Elmer Zimmer-
man, Alan Johns, Fred Sterchi,
Mary Mazzei, Jeannine Hendrick-
son and Barbara Cardon. Mem-
bers Darrell Williams, Bonnie
Schumacher and Ada Merritt were
not present.

DUNSMUIR, Dec. 21, 1988
Carolers piled into the back of

Steve Rogers’ pickup truck Satur-
day night to sing traditional Christ-
mas songs throughout the residen-
tial sections here. Younger carolers
rode in the fire engine driven by
Mike Cascarina and Syd Nystrom.
All were invited for hot chocolate
afterward.

From now until the first of the
new year, folks with overdue
books from the Dunsmuir Library
can skip paying the fine – if they
bring a food donation when they
return the book.

Patti Koschnick’s Hair Gallery
and Body Works on Dunsmuir
Avenue was the winner of the
Christmas window decorations for
a commercial establishment.

45 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Dec. 19, 1968

Box Canyon Lake is starting to
fill. Crews were to close the gates
yesterday afternoon and, barring
any last minute blockups, the
water was to start backing up last
night. The Siskiyou County Road
Department crew started taking
out the old Steel Bridge Monday.

Santa Claus will make an early
visit to McCloud this evening so
he and other prominent dignitaries
can help dedicate the new Bank of
America located at the corner of
Main and Divisions Streets.
Refreshments will be served and
free gifts will be passed out.

Members of the McCloud
Chamber of Commerce would
rather have the McCloud Reser-
voir known as “Lake McCloud”
and passed a resolution to that
effect Tuesday.

WEED, Dec. 18, 1968
St. Michael’s Hall was the

scene of the annual Christmas
Party of St. Catherine’s Altar Soci-
ety recently. Chairman in charge of
arrangements and decorating were
Mr. and Mrs. Ino DeRoss and Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Colombana. The
sumptuous Italian dinner was
catered by Dom’s Restaurant. A
door award was won by Orville
Renning.

More than 38,000 calls were
completed between the US and
Vietnam last year during the holi-
day season – four and a half times
as many as in 1965. Most calls
were from the Vietnam end, rather
from the US because of the diffi-
culty involved in locating the ser-
vicemen when calls come from the
States.

DUNSMUIR, Dec. 18, 1968
J.D. Lewis of Mount Shasta

was forced to land his Cessna 182
light plane on I-5 near Ware Road,
four miles south of here, last week.
He was enroute south as he ran
into a fog bank, was unable to get
his bearings, and was unable to
make radio contact. He landed on
a strip of freeway he spotted
through the fog.

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Toro of
Gleaves Avenue donated horizon-
tal play bars to the Recreation Dis-
trict for the City Park. Park custo-
dial Ernie Johnston will install it at
the park in the spring.

65 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Dec. 16, 1948

The fire department reports
their new Christmas float is com-
ing along nicely. It is an entirely
new one and the firemen believe it
will be a pleasant surprise to
everyone.

For the first time in history, the
Navy is now accepting women
doctors in the medical corps of the
regular Navy. 

WEED, Dec. 17, 1948
Final plans for a county muse-

um in Yreka have been approved
by the Board of Supervisors and
the Siskiyou County Historical
Society. The building will be a
modified copy of the old Callahan
Ranch Hotel built in 1852.

Bill Buscombe, with the Army
arrived in Weed recently to visit
with home folks.

The Weed Steam Laundry and
Cleaners secured the services of a
new presser, Mr. Joe Butler, who
has 20 years of experience in the
cleaning and pressing business. 

DUNSMUIR, Dec. 17, 1948
Proposition No. 3, which

repeals the full crew law, went into
effect on railroads throughout the
state at 12:01 Wednesday morning
and was felt immediately in Dun-
smuir. The new law removes the
minimum number of brakemen
required on a train and leaves it up
to the public utilities commission
to determine how many are need-
ed. It is estimated that 90 men in
Dunsmuir will be affected.

About 108 members of Dun-
smuir Aerie No. 1149 and their
ladies enjoyed a delicious Christ-
mas dinner at the Masonic Temple.
The dinner was unique in that it
was prepared by the ladies of the
Auxiliary and was served by the
men. The rest of the evening was
spent in dancing with a few tables
of cards.

Supports Sheriff
Dear Editor,

I hope the good Sheriff of
Siskiyou County knows that in the
next instance of a “Back Ground”
check, he can use me as a refer-
ence.

Seeing that I am a law abiding
citizen I can without reservation
attest to the moral character and
commitment to Sheriff Lopey to
the County of Siskiyou.

His record in both military and
public service is a non issue. The
man has worked for the respect he
deserves.

California has the strictest gun
control laws in the nation. The
anti-gun people are living in a
world of rose colored glasses.
Where a world of non-violence is
a reality. This will never happen
because the world and the people
that live on it are not perfect.

Taking away guns or making it
hard to purchase them from law
abiding people is not the answer.
Common sense is an affliction  the
left leaning people need to
address.

James Bolling
Mount Shasta

‘Not above the law’
Dear Editor,

The Herald’s article of Dec. 11,
in which Jon Lopey rants,
tantrum-like, about how frustrat-
ed he was that the National
Instant Criminal Background
Check mixed him up with some-
one of the same name with a crim-
inal background, struck me as
arrogant.

Lopey “just can’t understand”
how this could happen to an Army
vet, an elected law-enforcement
official, an FBI guy, etc., ad nau-
seam. I view the situation differ-
ently. I believe the background
check actually worked.

A man named “Jon Lopey”
applied for a weapon while a per-
son with the same name who was
in the system should not be pur-
chasing a gun. Wrong Lopey?
Yes, but better that than having
someone who should not have a
gun purchase a firearm.

It may have taken Lopey some
effort to set the record straight,
but so what? Isn’t it worth it to
ensure a modicum of pubic safety
which, ironically, is the principal
duty of law enforcement offi-
cials?

Surely our sheriff realizes that
no public system, not even the
Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Office,
operates at 100 percent efficiency
at all times.

So, Sheriff Lopey, it turns out
you are not above the law. You are
just a person like the rest of us,
despite your credentials. Stuff
happens – get over it – we all do
and we move on.

And for the record, Sheriff,
Army personnel – active and
retired – actually do commit gun
violence. Reference: 2009 Fort
Hood, Texas gun rampage by an
active duty Army Major; 13 dead,
30 injured.

Bob Polkinghorn
Mount Shasta

Welcomes CG, jobs
Dear Editor,

In response to “amazement, con-
cern” expressed in last week’s letter
to the editor:

First off, the proposed water bot-
tling plant is not new as stated in the
letter. It is proposed to re-open the
existing facility that operated safely
for years. That is likely why the
county and the Economic Develop-
ment Council are so accepting of the
proposal.

I guess Ms. Lowe can’t see that
logic. And “considering what hap-
pened in McCloud, just 10 miles
away,” let’s look at that.

A few short years ago a small,
vocal group of whiners harassed
Nestle and the McCloud Communi-
ty Service District Board enough to
finally make Nestle quit trying to
open a water bottling plant in
McCloud.

Big victory! The McCloud Com-
munity Service District has had to
raise customer rates for water use
and beg for grants to improve the
community water system that Nestle
had offered to upgrade for free!

The bank closed. The dinner train
closed. Terra Mai left town. The few
remaining businesses are just hang-
ing on. Property values continue to
decline as families move away and
houses sit vacant or are bought for a
bargain as a second home by people
from Marin County. And the old mill
sits vacant.

As to the “keen awareness” of
communities surrounding this
“beloved mountain,” I know they
are keenly aware of the unemploy-
ment brought about by locking up
the natural resources that surround
us with over regulation, litigation
and ignorance.

Welcome Crystal Geyser. Thank
you Siskiyou County Board of
Supervisors and  Mount Shasta City
Council. I am happy to share “the
best water on earth” with the rest of
the world and provide local jobs to
boot.

Sincerely,
Bruce Robison
McCloud

‘Just dust’ and ash
Dear Editor,

So ABC news decided that Dane
Wigington is a nut, and chose not to
give him much air time. Can you
blame them? Not one credentialed
atmospheric scientist or meteorolo-
gist buys into the chemtrails theory.

Wigington says they are all part
of the conspiracy. His water tests are
very misleading because he scoops
up some mud with the water.  Lab
results, posted online for several of
his samples, describe the medium
tested as sludge, a mix of soil and
water.

Soil contains seven percent alu-
minum on average, in the form of
aluminum oxide and aluminum sili-
cate. That is 70 million parts per bil-
lion. So his test results of 375 thou-
sand parts per billion aluminum in
pond sludge are about what you
would expect.

The lab results don’t tell what
form the aluminum is in, but the
amount of free metallic aluminum in
his samples was probably zero,
because aluminum reacts very quick-

ly with both oxygen and silicon.
Testing for silicon is a simple

way to determine whether the alu-
minum is a naturally occurring
material from the earth’s crust.
There is 3.4 times as much silicon as
aluminum in the earth’s crust. The
silicon is natural, because nobody
has ever suggested using silicon for
geoengineering or other nefarious
purpose.

If the silicon/aluminum ratio is
roughly 3/1 for a series of tests, that
is a pretty good indication that the
aluminum is also a natural material
from the earth’s crust. On the other
hand, if you don’t get any silicon, or
have a very low silicon/aluminum
ratio, that indicates an anthro-
pogenic source of aluminum.

I have done this test four times on
rain samples from my back yard and
got an average ratio of 3.8, indicat-
ing that it is just dust and volcanic
ash from the earth’s crust.

Steve Funk
Mount Shasta

EIR is ‘necessary’
Dear Editor,

The proposed reopening of the
Crystal Geyser water plant must not
happen without the necessary and
much needed Environmental Impact
Report.

Unlike the Mount Shasta Herald
headline repeating the empty assur-
ances of county bureaucrats, an EIR
is definitely required.

The original plant opened by
Dannon itself had flawed and mis-
represented environmental reviews
and the plant actually built was very
different from what was approved.

Now to add insult to injury, Crys-
tal Geyser plans major expansion
and re-purposing of the plant while
claiming they can just be grandfa-
thered in on the old plant agreement.

This is bait and switch at its best.
The new proposal converts the facil-
ity from a water bottling to a bever-
age bottling plant with all of its
needs for importation of fruit pulp
and discharge of waste products.

The new plant plans to produce
plastic bottles on site. The new plant
has plans to expand its electrical
power significantly. The new plant
has plans to extract much more
water than the old plant. The new
plant will need to discharge its waste
into the Mount Shasta city waste-
water treatment system. The new
plant will require major construction
and truck traffic.

To propose that none of this
requires an EIR just boggles the
mind.

The Mount Shasta City Council
has significant leverage in control-
ling the access to waste water treat-
ment. They should make sure that
this plant meets the requirements of
a full and accurate environmental
review.

The history of extractive indus-
tries that rob an area of resources
and then pull up stakes and leave a
huge mess behind is all too familiar.

We need responsible, sustainable
development in this area and only
with an environmental review can
we be assured this is the case.

Bruce Hillman
Mount Shasta
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