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25 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Sept. 7, 1988

Students at Sisson Elementary
School were greeted by newly-
hired principal Gregg Gunkel
when classes opened for the year
Tuesday.

People attending the Blackber-
ry Festival this weekend suffered
through some record heat. It was
97 in Mount Shasta Monday,
tying a 1955 record for the hottest
day in September. On Sunday, the
low only reached 62, which broke
a 1908 record for the highest low
temperature in September.

WEED, Sept. 7, 1988
After several years of strug-

gling to gain a foothold in Weed,
TJ’s Pizza closed its doors last
week. This is the third restaurant
in Weed to close this year. The
Main Street Cafe closed early this
winter and King Wah’s closed at
the beginning of summer.

Gasoline pumps in Siskiyou
County will be sporting vapor
recovery systems in a short time.
Regulations have been set for the
control of benzene emissions
from retail gasoline service sta-
tions. Any existing station that
pumps 480,000 per year of more
must have the systems installed
by Jan. 1 1991.

DUNSMUIR, Sept. 7, 1988
South Siskiyou led the rest of

the county in an upsurge of tax-
able sales during the first quarter
of 1988. Dunsmuir led the per-
centage of growth in the area, up
32 percent from the same quar-
ter a year ago.

For the first time in Siskiyou
County, spectators can thrill to
the excitement of blown alcohol,
fuel injected, super and super
modified Giant Puller trucks and
tractors clashing head to head at
the Siskiyou Golden Fair Sep-
tember 24th.

45 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Sept. 5, 1968

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Aiello and
family and Mr. and Mrs. Lou
Crispi and family of Mount Shas-
ta spent last week on a vacation
trip to southern California where
they visited Disneyland; and to
San Francisco where they attend-
ed Giants ball games at Candle-
stick Park.

The Shasta-McCloud Steam
Rail Tours, Inc. at McCloud will
be given title to the old Southern
Pacific Railway locomotive that
now stands in Veterans Memorial
Park in Klamath Falls. The excur-
sion concern plans to recondition
it, christen it “City of Klamath
Falls,” and once a year will grant
free rides to city residents of
McCloud.

WEED, Sept. 4, 1968
Getting higher, instead of

lower as predicted, the miniskirt is
now measured from the belt line
down rather than number of inch-
es above the knee.

Gail Kegg of Shasta 4-H Club,
Weed, and Robert Lasby of Big
Springs 4-H Montague, were
named as 1968 4-H All Stars at
the Siskiyou County Fair.

Mary Guerra of Weed and
Robert Hall of McCloud recited
wedding vows Saturday, August

24th at the Holy Family Catholic
Church in a 4 p.m. ceremony. A
wedding dinner for 60 was held at
St. Michael’s Hall following the
wedding. More attended at a 7
p.m. cocktail party and reception.

DUNSMUIR, Sept. 4, 1968
The Big John Strong Circus is

coming to Dunsmuir September
12th. The billowing big top will
go up on the lot under the Sacra-
mento River Bridge. Sharing the
spotlight is Neena, a seven year
old baby elephant from Africa;
Pete the trained Llama from Peru;
Oldie the African pygmy goat;
performing dogs and ponies; 10
big name, all new Frank Dean
western circus acts including Miss
Joan on slack wire; plus clowns
and jugglers. Two shows – 4 and
7:30 p.m. Admission is $1, adults;
50 cents, grammar school children
and under.

65 YEARS AGO
MT. SHASTA, Sept. 2, 1948

McCloud Elementary School
opened Monday with an enroll-
ment of 327, with a few more
expected to come.

A total of 424 students have
enrolled in Mount Shasta Ele-
mentary School to date. The
number will probably increase
to 450.

The Shasta Alpine Lodge
experienced its busiest week this
year and for the number of visi-
tors during one day – a record.
During the week of August 20th
through 26th, 63 persons made
successful climbs up Mt. Shasta.

WEED, Sept. 3, 1948
According to principal Ed

Roberts of the Weed Grammar
School, 494 students were regis-
tered for the start of the fall sea-
son.

On September 18th the popu-
lar 99 Ranch just north of Weed
on Highway 99 will be the setting
for an opening dance of the fall
season. Music will be furnished
by well known local orchestra
Herman Pastega and his Night
Owls.

A large number of company
houses have received a new coat
of paint on the outside during the
past several weeks.

DUNSMUIR, Sept. 3, 1948
U.S. Davis, well-known old-

time resident of Dunsmuir,
retired as an engineer for the
Southern Pacific Company after
42 years of service. Davis made
his last run Monday morning
when he brought in train No. 20.

There’s something of a rarity
at Mott field these days in the
form of a Ford Tri-Motor plane,
which is one of about 10 left in
the United States, and owned by
Clinton A. Johnson of Oakland.
Johnson took the ship out Mon-
day to carry smoke-jumpers to
the Shoenhorse ridge area. He
said his plane can haul as much
as that carried by 20 mule packs.

After an absence of 22
months, Mrs. Ileta Ridgway and
her son Harry Ridgway have
returned to Shasta Inn at Castella
and are again operating it. This
resort on the Sacramento River
was formerly known as Engle
Inn, built over 20 years ago by
the late Ira P. Engle.

Honoring the work
Dear Editor,

On Saturday, Aug. 25 I visited
Hoo Hoo Park in McCloud with a
group from the Sisson Museum in
Mount Shasta. We were visiting
sites in the McCloud area associated
with the poet Joaquin Miller.

We came to the park to see artist
Mark Oliver’s large sculpture of an
open book that features excerpts
from Miller’s journal and poetry. It’s
situated with a beautiful view of the
mountain – a perfect context for
viewing the famous poet’s words
about his experiences in our area.

Unfortunately, the context of the
sculpture is spoiled by an unattrac-
tive fence that has been installed
very close against the edges of the
book.

The fence consists of agricultural
green and white metal t-posts hold-
ing up hog wire that is exceedingly
inappropriate for the sculpture. It
disrespects the art and sends the
message that McCloud is not honor-
ing the work.

I was part of the committee con-
vened by the Shasta Regional Com-
munity Foundation two years ago to
consider grant proposals for projects
that promote literature and literacy
in our area.

Oliver’s proposal was unani-
mously supported by the committee
and funded for $10,000. This is an
important piece of public art for
McCloud. It honors an important
historical figure and educates locals
and visitors about our area’s cultural
heritage.

I can understand the McCloud
Community District Services need
to protect the public from climbing
on the sculpture for safety reasons,
but the type of fence used should not
detract from the sculpture. Even a
picket fence would be more in har-
mony with the sculpture.

I hope the fence will be replaced
soon with one that honors the work.

Candace Miller
Dunsmuir

Too much CO2
Dear Editor,

The Yurok Tribe and misguided
environmentalists are waging war
on the farmers and ranchers of the
Klamath Basin. They seek to
remove dams along the river and
restore flows by reclaiming ances-
tral water rights.

However, the environmental
problem is not too many dams, it is
too much CO2.

With scarce water resources we
may have to make some hard choic-
es. Do we want suckers and wild
salmon, or do we want beef and
potatoes?

Environmental laws are not
going to revoke the laws of nature.
Biologists seem to have forgotten
their education.

Darwin said, “It is not the
strongest or the most intelligent who
will survive but those who can best
manage change. We civilized men,
on the other hand, do our utmost to
check the process of elimination.”

Managing change could mean
paying the Yurok for their water in
order to use it for CO2 reduction.
The most promising way to take
CO2 out of the atmosphere is by

responsible ranching and farming
(Carbon Farming, John Wick and
Abe Collins). This takes water.

The five dams that errant envi-
ronmentalists wish to remove pro-
duce electricity without CO2 emis-
sions. Remember, there is a fish
hatchery to mitigate the loss of
salmon habitat. And the reservoirs
and river above the dams are a pro-
ductive fishery.

I stand with the farmers, ranchers
and loggers against the real dam
problem. In my opinion, the Endan-
gered Species Act is endangering all
species with perverted remedies.

The law has no limit to the suf-
fering and monetary expense it caus-
es. This is untenable in a democratic
and liberty loving nation.

Farmers and ranchers are the
solution to the larger environmental
crisis caused by too much CO2.
Ignoring this fact hurts the Yurok
Tribe and everyone else.

Charles McDonald
Mount Shasta

Minimum wage
Dear Editor,

It seems that people have been
calling for a minimum wage
increase of up to $15 an hour. Why
stop there? I suggest it be raised to
$20 an hour, why not? Everyone
benefits right?

Wrong. The thing most people
don’t understand about minimum
wage laws is the financial destruc-
tion it causes to small business and
consumers.

If McDonald’s for instance is
“forced” to pay their employees $20
an hour, how much do you think a
Big Mac will cost? The math and
economics are vey simple.

The wage increase will be passed
on to the consumer. This goes for all
businesses. That Big Mac now costs
you $8. That head of lettuce at the
grocery store will now cost you $6.

By “forcing” employers to pay a
minimum wage, the government is
creating more welfare and unem-
ployment. The employers will stop
employing people because they sim-
ply can’t afford to.

Henry Ford didn’t need govern-
ment force to raise wages. He “dou-
bled” the wages of his employees
voluntarily because he was smart
enough to figure out that such a
move would increase production
and profits.

Henry Ford understood that
increased productivity – increase in
output per man hours worked –
makes it possible to increase wages
without increasing prices.

Minimum wage laws are uncon-
stitutional and should be abolished.

James Bolling
Mount Shasta

Lake ordinance
Dear Editor,

July 24 and 31, Skye wrote arti-
cles covering the new Urgent Ordi-
nance for Lake Siskiyou with spe-
cial attention to the activity on the
Wagon Creek Bridge. The latter arti-
cle had a quote from Randy Akana
stating that all domesticated animals
must be on leash at the Lake.

The past couple of weeks I have
had conversations with both Randy
Akana and Ed Valenzuela who have
clarified to me that our law enforce-

ment personnel are NOT ticketing
people with dogs off leash at the
lake – unless exceptions of a dog
fight, someone getting bitten, or
other obvious unruliness dictate its
necessity.

Having our dogs under voice
control is required and truly desir-
able for all users at the lake, just as
having everyone else respect others
who are using the trails and water,
be they bicyclists, picnickers, people
fishing, etc.

A council of concerned citizens is
being formed to give voice to creat-
ing and maintaining harmonious
biodiversity at the lake and through-
out Siskiyou County.

It is being called Siskiyou
Regional Biodiversity Council and
has the support of both Randy and
Ed. An article is forthcoming con-
taining more details of its mission
and purpose.

Kathryn Shanti Ariel
Mount Shasta

Pseudoscience?
Dear Editor,

According to the chemtrails
crowd, we are being bombarded
with nine milliwatts/square cm. of
dangerous UVB radiation. But an
astronaut in unshielded space would
only be exposed to two milliwatts,
according to Fröhlich and Wehrli in
“An Introduction to Solar Radia-
tion.”

Most of this is filtered out by the
stratospheric ozone layer, and a
reading of 0.5 milliwatts at the
earth’s surface would be unusually
high.

In order to get nine milliwatts,
not only would the ozone layer have
to be completely destroyed, but the
sun’s radiation would have to
increase by 350 percent. If that hap-
pened, we would all be dead.

How can they get numbers that
are so impossibly wrong? Possibly,
it is because the meter they use goes
for $119 on Amazon. Quality
meters, such as the Gooch and
Housego OL 756, sell for about
$38,000.

This is a typical example of the
erroneous pseudoscience put out by
the chemtrails conspiracy theorists.

Steve Funk
Mount Shasta

Indict, convict Assad
Dear Editor,

It’s really quite simple. We want
to punish Assad because we run the
world by our rules. So just indict
him. Convict him in absentia. And
when he comes to pay a visit, then
arrest him. Perhaps we could extra-
dite him.

John Palmer
Dunsmuir

Rebuttal to rebuttal
Dear Editor,

I didn’t realize rebuttals were
allowed to become personally nega-
tive (naming names and insinuation)
and I will not play that game. How-
ever, this is good – we have a public
dialogue on an important concern.

I agree with the rebuttal that
police officers have an extremely
difficult job and we’re glad they’re
willing to do it. Our society would be
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"Fore for Four"
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Across
1. They're often covered 
with baby food
5. "The Human 
Comedy" author
11. Sporty British car, 
for short
14. Lazing about
15. "My Favorite Year" 
star Peter
16. Cousin of org, com, 
and net
17. "Rebel Without a 
Cause" actress
19. Fish eggs
20. Eliot's "___ Marner"
21. Detroit baseball team
23. Magazine founder 
Gloria
26. John, Jane, etc.
27. Route to the roof
28. In need of calories
31. Sigourney Weaver 
flick
32. Not too shabby
33. Latvia's capital
36. Get benched
37. Tulsa residents, e.g.
40. Sought office
41. Sarcastic laugh
43. Mr. Flintstone
44. Rainbow or lake, e.g.
46. Made shine
48. Medal metal
49. Underworld figure
51. Doesn't just brush
52. What some graduate 
with
54. Bias
55. Billy Joel's "Don't 
___ Me Why"
56. "Clue" suspect
61. Forego folding
62. Relaxed, on base

63. Goad
64. Blow it
65. Decades, to centuries
66. Kitty comment

Down
1. Recycling container
2. Ore. neighbor
3. Diner order
4. Coast
5. Big water heater
6. 2010 action movie, 
with "The"
7. Meteorologist's 
predictions
8. Lion's home, maybe
9. Bunches
10. Giving up
11. Best Actor of 1990

12. Love to pieces
13. Shot in the dark
18. Content of some 
closets
22. Teri of "Young 
Frankenstein"
23. Cut drastically, as 
prices
24. Shire of "The 
Godfather" movies
25. Archie's mate
28. Gave an edge to
29. "Previously owned," 
in ad-speak
30. Neither here ___ 
there
32. Achy
34. Bandage material
35. Primes the pot

38. Not working
39. Pungent
42. Wheels
45. Speaker's platform
47. Prepare a disk for 
data
48. Turns the music way 
up
49. Step
50. Unfortunate fellow
51. ___ and blood (kin)
53. Spot
54. "ER" command
57. D.C. figure
58. Before
59. This may be inflated
60. Improved partner
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