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He generously gave his time and tal-
ents at Northfield Care Center, honoring
his mother Olga, her friends and extend-
ed family with concerts, cheering their
hearts.

Erik was known and will be remem-
bered for his determination, energy, love
and compassion for others. All who were
in his presence felt the presence of an
Angel, a pure soul.

Erik devoted his life to serving the
enlightenment of all humanity and gave
tirelessly of all he had to this purpose.

Erik will be greatly missed by his
beloved friends and fans worldwide. He
just finished recording what he consider
his very best work for an additional CD
when he became ill, but the final studio
production is not completed.

Survivors include his longtime part-
ner, Scott of Mount Shasta; brothers,
Peter (Linda) of Hopkins, Minnesota and
Andrew (Rebecca) of Northfield; three
nieces, three nephews and their spouses,
children and cousins.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Donald and Olga Berglund; and sis-
ter, Miriam.

Memorial contributions for comple-
tion of his CD can be made to Erik
Berglund Memorial Fund, 819 W. Sec-
ond Street, Northfield, MN 55057.

Mt. Shasta Memorial Chapel assisted
the family.

Beverly Dell’Amico
Beverly Jane Savigni Dell’Amico,

wife of John Dell’Amico, died at home

Sunday, August 25, 2013. She battled
cancer for seven years and was with all
of her family when she passed.

Beverly and her husband John moved
to Mount Shasta in 1995.

She was a nurse at the Weed Conva-
lescent Hospital for three years and one
year with Dr. Rebecca Richmond in
Yreka.

Prior to Mount Shasta, she lived in
Camarillo, California where she and
John raised their three children, John Jr.,
Laura and Mark.

While in Camarillo, 34 years, she was
Charge Nurse with Las Posas Family
Practice for 25 years. She also worked at
Glenwood Convalescent Home in
Oxnard for three years.

Before that, they lived in Fort
Huachuca, Arizona while John was in the
Army. They also lived in Downey, Cali-
fornia for a short while.

Beverly was orignally from Barre,
Vermont where she and John met and
married in 1956.

She was loved and will be missed by
many.

Beverly is survived by her husband,
John of Mount Shasta; son, John Jr. of
Bella Vista, California; daughter, Laura
Aceituno (Hugo) of Redding, California;
and son, Mark of Camarillo, California.
She had six grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

She is also survived by her twin
brother, George Savigni (Mary Ellen) of
Williamstown, Vermont; and sister,
Nancy Logan of Pace, Florida.

A memorial service will be scheduled
in late October.

Lessons from history
Dear Editor,

When a government conjures up a threat-
ening “atrocity” to justify starting an illegal
war, it only follows a well-worn historical
path.

Everyone remembers how Bush used fic-
titious 2003 reports of WMDs to whip up the
public to support attacking Iraq.

Reagan justified the 1983 invasion of
Grenada with the claim that US medical stu-
dents were in danger, despite zero evidence.

Johnson falsely claimed that North Viet-
namese boats launched an unprovoked 1964
attack on a US destroyer in the Gulf of
Tonkin, to justify the multi-year near-genoci-
dal air attack on North Vietnam.

Why do government lies and distortions
so effectively rouse up war spirit? Nazi
leader Hermann Goering addressed this very
question in the Nuremburg trials before he
was sentenced to death:

“Why of course the people don’t want
war. Why should some poor slob on a farm
want to risk his life in a war when the best he
can get out of it is to come back to his farm
in one piece? Naturally, the common people
don’t want war… That is understood.

“But after all it is the leaders of the coun-
try who determine the policy, and it is always
a simple matter to drag the people along,
whether it is a democracy, or a fascist dicta-
torship, or a parliament, or a communist dic-
tatorship...

“Voice or no voice, the people can always
be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That
is easy. All you have to do is to tell them they
are being attacked, and denounce the paci-
fists for lack of patriotism and exposing the
country to danger.”

When our government rushes to war in
Syria without publicly-scrutinizable solid
evidence, without a clear rationale, without
an exit plan, and in gross violation of inter-
national law, history teaches us that we are
being manipulated.

Daniel Axelrod
Weed

‘No war with Syria’
Dear Editor,

Remember when George Bush claimed
Iraq had weapons of mass destruction?
Remember how that started the war with
Iraq?  Remember the military strategy of
“shock and awe” – quick, laser-accurate tar-
geting (of what?) and then we’re out, we
win?

History revealed there were no weapons
of mass destruction in Iraq. “Shock and awe”
didn’t work: the bombing strikes were very
inaccurate and there followed a long, drawn-
out war that killed hundreds of thousands of
people, many of them innocent children. We
did not win and more than 10 years later are
still militarily entangled in the country.

Now we have another president beating
the war drums, claiming the Syrian military
has used chemical weapons against the rebels
in an ongoing civil war, although the results
from UN inspectors are not yet available. 

Obama is claiming the US has a moral
obligation to be the judge, jury and execu-
tioner to punish the Assad regime, ignoring
the international laws and courts that have
been established to  prosecute war
crimes/criminals.

Obama is claiming the attack will be tar-
geted, limited, not to exceed 90 days.  The
parallels with the Iraq war are obvious.

The Syrian people have suffered enough
from their civil war. The US military does
not need to escalate their suffering. We do
not need to be responsible for more death,
suffering, and instability in the Middle East.
Internationally coordinated diplomatic
options exist.

All readers interested in learning more
about what is happening in Syria are invited
to an anti-war demonstration Sept. 16, 5 to 7
p.m. We will meet at 5 p.m. at the Mount
Shasta Post Office and march through town,
then have a rally with speakers and live
music. 

The event is non-partisan and is being
organized by the Siskiyou Progressive
Alliance, a non-partisan group.

No war with Syria!
Geneva M. Omann, PhD
Weed

A solution for Syria
Dear Editor,

I have listened intently to interviews in
DC on the news, hearing both sides to the
mess in Syria. It got to where I just threw up
my hands in despair and gave up trying to
understand the complications involved.

Finally, just two days ago, Fox News
interviewed Nadim Nassar whose solution
gave me peace of mind. Knowing and trust-
ing that the best for all concerned must hap-
pen, Americans have a job to do. Know this
with me:

“What needs to be done and do you
believe it is possible for the conflict to end?”

“It is possible, but I think the only way is
for the opposition and regime to sit down and
put their cards on the table and discuss all the
issues at stake. The regime belongs to a sect
in Islam called the Allawite so it actually
only represents the sect. Syria has a lot of
minorities and a large minority of Christians.
If the regime falls they don’t want the Islam-
ic fundamentalists to jump to power. Every-
body is concerned about having secular state
that welcomes the minorities.”

This was the answer given by a Syrian
minister. Nadim Nassar is a minister of the
Church of England, born and living in Syria.
His accent was thick, but his words were
clear.

The difference to me was that the “sit at
the table and talk” did not refer to countries,
but all the sects in Syria who are fighting.
America could facilitate these talks, if we put
enough pressure on them, continually to
meet with us.

So I, for one, will keep in the vision of my
heart that out of all the conflicts, the best of
all sides will bring forth a newer and higher
consciousness awareness of Syria. And so it
is!

Dr. Eleanor Richard
Dunsmuir

‘We should wait’
Dear Editor,

Should we bomb Syria? Our main con-
cern should be that a war has costs and con-
sequences that are usually unknown. A war is
easier to get into than to get out of.

We got into the Iraq war because the gov-
ernment lied to us and we did not think of the
long-term effects of a war. We are still fight-
ing the Iraq war.

Syria is a wealthy country that has a
strong military and is supported by Russia,
China, Iran and various Islamic terrorist
organizations.

Before we seriously consider bombing
Syria we must know: 1) will a short aerial
bombardment make any significant differ-
ence; 2) will this get us into another Middle
Eastern war; 3) when will we be able to get
out of the war; 4) who will replace the Assad
government if Syria collapses; 5) what coun-
tries will support a military assault; 6) how
much will the war cost; and 7) how will this
affect our taxes and the economy?

We should wait for the UN weapons
inspectors so see if chemical weapons were
used in Syria and if so who used them. We
should not attack Syria unless the UN agrees
to attack Syria. We cannot afford to bumble
into another open-ended war.

Neil Posson
Mount Shasta

Adaptation is sustainability
Dear Editor,

Steve Funk is entitled to his belief, opinions
and free speech, but none of those equal proven
facts. I find none of those in his letter about
ultraviolet levels and chemicals. He’s helping
no one with his campaign of disinformation.

Those of us who are armed with scientific
fact about climate change, causes and the
newly-discovered elevation in the ultraviolet
B spectrum of sunlight are giving out accu-
rate scientific information so people can
adapt and protect themselves. We’re provid-
ing a valuable community service.

Your readers are entitled to real scientific
facts. First, why does Steve falsely state what
kind of UV meters our scientist used to
measure UVA-B-C?

The meters used were the top-of-the-line
expensive research-grade kind that separates
A, B and C parts of the UV spectrum, donat-
ed by an anonymous person who wanted the
truth the government isn’t sharing.

The scientist who did the metering is a 40-
year veteran in environmental measurement
and interpretation. Steve was told this. Yet he
erroneously states that a $119 cheapo was
used for our measurements.

His comments on the protective atmos-
pheric ozone layer are wrong. It’s been thin-
ning for may years. Man-made chemicals are
to blame.

Global warming has started a chain reac-
tion of methane release from Arctic and
oceans that’s far worse than Freon ever was.
That combination is why the increase in UV.

We’re seeing the environmental effects
already, as gardeners deal with the effects of
excess UV – reduced sprouting of seeds and
growth, reduced flowering, reduced pollina-
tion, and fruit drop or lack of development.

Some plant species are more sensitive,
others seem to be fine at current levels. So
we adapt, as I have, with UV shade cloth
over sensitive plants, perhaps a greenhouse
later. I also wear a full-brim hat, long sleeves
and pants in that burning sun.

Adaptation is the new sustainability.
Barbara Coulter
Mount Shasta

Letters to the editor

By Skye Kinkade
Local harpist Erik Berglund, remem-

bered for his “angelic” healing music,
infectious laugh and gentle spirit, died
of an illness Monday of last week. He
was 65.

The last words anyone heard him
speak were, “Love is important. Love
is everything,” said friends Lumin
White and Pearl Bianca, who are plan-
ning a memorial service this Saturday,
Sept. 14 from 1 to 6 p.m. at 2233 Lake-
wood Ranch Rd. in the Hammond
Ranch area of Weed.

Dawn Fazende, a longtime friend of
Berglund’s, said he was “a great repre-
sentative of spiritual movement... in
Mount Shasta.” 

Berglund released 20 CDs and two
DVDs of original music which are interna-
tionally known. He traveled throughout the
United States, Canada, Europe, South Amer-
ica, Asia, Africa, the South Pacific and the
Middle East, said Fazende, adding that some
people reported “spontaneous healing” after
listening to his Angel Healing music.

Friend Ginny Porter said Berglund was
“an emissary” for Mount Shasta because he
talked of the family-like community every-
where he went.

She said Berglund was “never around a
stranger for very long” and helped transform
people by “opening them up and lifting them
out of constraints and beliefs that were hold-
ing them back.”

Berglund was originally from Northfield,
Minnesota, and moved to Mount Shasta in
1991.

Fazende said Berglund volunteered his
time when he could at Wesak and annually
at community Christmas dinners, singing an
animated rendition of “The Twelve Days of
Christmas,” complete with different rows of
people acting out the gifts.

“Erik walked the talk,” said Fazende.
“He said we must live in love and forgive-
ness, and he stayed in his truth. He didn’t
hold grudges and forgave at the drop of a
hat.”

Fazende said she’ll remember his infec-
tious laugh and the “twinkle of joy” in his
eye.

“No one ever left his presence feeling
bad,” she said. “He had that magical way
about him.”

Those planning to attend Berglund’s
memorial should RSVP to
pearldahlia@yahoo.com with “RSVP” and
the number of people attending as the
email’s subject. It’s requested that those
attending bring a water bottle, snacks, and a
blanket to sit on the grass.

Parking is available on Old Stage Rd. to
the south of Berglund’s entry gate. 

A memorial fund is being set up to pro-
vide for the completion of the CD Berglund
was working on up to his passing. Memori-
als can be sent to: Erik Berglund Memorial
Fund, 819 W. Second St., Northfield, MN
55057.

Local recording artist Erik
Berglund remembered

Local harpist and recording artist Erik Berglund
passed away from an illness Sept. 2. A memori-
al will be held this Saturday at his Hammond
Ranch home.   CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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